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From the Sovereign Grand Commander

Tested By Tough Assignments

Last month Dr. Gil Amelio was asked to step
down as head of Apple Computer. Seventeen
months earlier, the well-known physicist had been
hired to stop the company’s decline and turn it
around. However, Apple continued hemorrhaging
red ink as its market share slipped badly and
prospects for the future seemed tragically bleak.
Apple’s board of directors wanted new leadership
for the once proud company.

The life of what was once the most innovative
computer company was being threatened. Top talent
was leaving the Apple. Some of its corporate cus-
tomers were abandoning the Macintosh platform. In
such a dire situation, how could Apple attract a
leader capable of revitalizing the company? Who
would want to take on such a risky venture?

This mid-summer episode brings to mind anoth-
er time more than 50 years ago. The odds were far
worse and the future was as bleak as any known to
mankind. Yet, at the lowest point, a leader emerged.
In the darkest days of World War II, an eager Win-
ston Churchill became the British Prime Minister.
Why would he want the job? Europe was falling
under the Nazi Blitzkrieg. Immediately, Churchill
rises in the House of Commons with a lightning hot
message. It was his mission statement: “Victory, vic-
tory at all costs, victory in spite of all terror, victory
however long and hard the road may be; for without
victory there is no survival.”

Why was Churchill willing to take such an
immense risk? He was no youthful Tony Blair. We
often forget that he was 66 years old when he took
the reins of the British nation. While others were get-
ting out of the daily battles, he entered a war for the
survival of freedom. Why? The odds were against
victory. Why did he accept the position with enthu-
siasm, determination and total confidence? The
answer is simple: The challenge couldn’t be ignored.

Greatness comes from taking on the odds. Char-
acter is built on facing overwhelming challenges.
The heroes are those who turn from the detractors,
ignore downside and move forward.

This is a Masonic message, one that's at the
heart of the Scottish Rite. This is why the Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry has gladly taken on the diffi-
cult, the overwhelming and seemingly impossible
tasks.

More than 60 years ago, at a time when most
Americans considered mental illness to be self-
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inflicted, the result of
“weak character,” or
some type of moral
defect, the Scottish Rite
took on the challenge of discovering answers to
schizophrenia, the least understood and most devas-
tating mental disorder. Throughout the decades, we
have made great strides. We stayed on course with
our commitment because the challenge couldn’t be
ignored,

As we continue to make progress in conquering
schizophrenia, the Scottish Rite has taken on an
equally difficult challenge, helping youngsters with
learning disabilities. The Scottish Rite Children's
Learning Centers are here to stay. We've signed on
to help children deal with dyslexia and other learn-
ing problems. Even now, our learning centers are
changing the lives of kids so they can succeed
beyond their wildest dreams.

Helping youngsters overcome language limita-
tions is heroic, and we are doing it because the challenge
cannot be ignored. We're Masons! We're not in a con-
test to see who can come up with the most popular
charity. We're committed to our learning centers
because the job needs to be done.

Qur goal is to have 40 learning centers in opera-
tion within five years. Why? Because mothers and
fathers and children are depending on us. We can
and will reach the goal because of enthusiasm, deter-
mination and total confidence.

[ cannot help but point out another challenge
that we accept with the same devotion that drives
our charities. This is the Scottish Rite's Masonic mis-
sion. We're Masons first and foremost. We cherish
and honor our roots. We see our role in the Scottish
Rite as supporting and enhancing Freemasonry in
our local communities, across the nation and around
the world. This is our mission.

I would remind you that the 66-year-old
wartime Prime Minister Winston Churchill succeed-
ed because he couldn’t ignore the challenge. Our
mission is the same as his. We can do no less for
those who suffer and for a fraternity that enhances
human life. There are times when we need to remind
ourselves that we're tested by the tough assign-

ments. Mﬁ Z _5

Sovereign Grand Commander

ROBERT O. RALSTOMN, 33°
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Collecting Signatures

An old custom uncovers interesting names

By RICHARD H. CURTIS, 33°

What"s in a name?

When it comes to the practice of
collecting signatures, some Scottish
Rite members have found that their
patent of membership is a great repos-
itory.

The custom of getting dignitaries
to add their John Hancock to a mem-
ber’s document was perhaps more
common at the beginning of the 20th
century, but the process is still in
VOgue in some areas.

In earlier days the patent was
used as one's ticket of admission to a
Scottish Rite meeting. It was carefully
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folded and frequently carried in a
case. Many of the patents among the
collection at the Scottish Rite Masonic
Museum of Our National Heritage
show that the documents were opened
frequently, and the creases show signs
of wear.

Although many members gath-
ered the signatures on the reverse side,
it was not uncommon to fill every
available space on the front of the doc-
ument also.

The 33° certificate of the late Il
Allen T. Treadway, 33°, contains a trea-

| The 33° certificate of Allen Treadway is an example
of the practice of oblaining signatures on the front
and back of the document.

sure chest of fascinating signatures.
Some of the more recognizable names
are "C. A. Lindbe March 22, 1928"
and “John J. P g Jan. 6, 1930."
There are also signatures of Sovereign
Grand Commanders from many inter-
national jurisdictions as well as those
of our own jurisdiction.

Ill. Brother Treadway had served
in the Massachusetts legislature and
had become president of the state sen-
ate. He was then elected a
from western Massachusetts in 1912, the
same year he received the 33° He con-




tinued to serve in Congress until 1945,
having refused to run for reelection in
November 1944 because of ill health,
He received his Masonic d

at Occidental Lodge, Stockbridge,
Mass., in 1892, and was Master of the
lodge in 1904. He was elected an Active
Member of the Supreme Council in
1933 and took Emeritus status in 1944,
The former Congressman died in 1947,

=4 Some of the 32° patents in the museum'’s collection
= show the trend in the early 20th century of covering
- the document with hundreds of signatures.

Many of the signatures were
obtained soon after he received his
degree, yet others are dated in the
1920s and 30s. This would indicate
that he carried the paper to a number
of meetings over the years. In all, there

are several hundred signatures on the
front and back of the certificate.

The Treadway certificate is one of
many that have been donated to the
museum. Many of the others are 32°
patents of membership.

Children’s Learning Centers are Growing

With the addition of the new
Rochester, N.Y,, center (see page 6),
there will be seven Scottish Rite Mason-
ic Children’s Learning centers in opera-
tion when the fall season begins in Sep-
tember,

The other centers in the Northern
Jurisdiction are located in Newtonville
and Lowell, Mass.; Cincinnati and
Youngstown, Ohio; Burlington, N.J.,
and Bangor, Maine.

The concept of the clinics is pat-
terned after the program established in
the Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish
Rite, which now has more than 100 cen-
ters throughout its 35 states.

The first effort to enter this field in
the Northern Jurisdiction took place in
the Valley of Marquette, Michigan,
where a summer program was institut-
ed in conjunction with Northern Michi-
gan University. The Supreme Council,
through its Benevolent Foundation,
offered financial assistance to the Val-
ley to support the program.

In 1993, a Massachusetts Scottish
Rite Foundation was established by the
Mass. Council of Deliberation and a
learning center was opened in the
Newtonville Masonic building.

lIl. J. Philip Berquist, 33°, was
instrumental in bringing the first center
to fruition. He now is coordinator for
the jurisdictional program.

The Orton-Gillingham method is
used to tutor children with dyslexia.
Children are referred to a center
through physicians and school admin-
istrators. A professional staff is hired to
work with the students. At each center,
the students receive assistance at no

cost to the child or parent.

Planning committees are now in
operation at Indianapolis, Indiana;
Allentown, Harrisburg and Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania; Detroit and Grand
Rapids, Michigan; Tenafly and Scotch
Plains, New Jersey.

The goal is to have 40 centers oper-
ating within the next five years and at
least one in each of the 15 states in the
Morthern Jurisdiction.

Teddy says . . .
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New Learning Center Dedicated

Rochester becomes the 7th center
to open its doors for dyslexic children

'B1e Masonic Temple al Rochester,
N.Y., has made space available for the
construction of a new Scottish Rite
Masonic Children's Learning Center.
The development has been in the plan-
ning stages for the past two years.

The new learning center was dedi-
cated on July 12 in front of an enthusi-
astic audience. Participating in the cer-
emonies were [ll, Bruce W. Widger, 33°,
Scottish Rite Deputy for New York; IIL
Harold L. Aldrich, 33°, chairman of the
board for the Rochester center; Il
Dwight T. Worthy, 33°, state liaison for
the Children’s Learning Centers pro-
gram, and IIL. James W. Salmons, Jr., an
assistant to the Sovereign Grand Com-
mander.

In another impressive ceremony,
the officers for the Grand Lodge of
New York consecrated the room to be
used for the center. Presiding at that
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ceremony was New York Grand Master
Earl ]. Hino, Jr., 33°.

M. Brother Salmons presented a
plaque to be displayed at the center. He
recognized I1l. John H. Van Gorden, 33°,
who was instrumental in establishing a
Children's Learning Center in New

York state. Also recognized were
Thomas Paglia, 32° who donated many
hours to build the center, and Carolyn
Gramling, whose series of articles on
the subject of dyslexia have appeared
in The Northern Light.

Attending the opening was ten-
year-old Maegan, a former student
at the Newtonville, Mass, Chil-
dren’s Learning Center. Maegan
became an instant hit at the
Supreme Council Annual Meeting
at Boston in September, and she
once again proved her ability to
win the hearts of her audience as
she addressed the group in
Rochester. She was accompanied
by her parents and brother.

Participating in the dedication cere-
mony were lll. Brothers Dwight T.
Worthy, Harold L. Aldrich, James W.
Salmons, Jr., and Bruce W. Widger.
At right, lll. Brother Salmons pre-
sents a plaque to Ill. Brother
Aldrich, chairman of the board. The
photo above shows a model of the
layout for the Rochester learning
center.



Maegan, a former student al a Massa-
chusetts learning center, related her
experience in the program and the
progress she has made. She was intro-
duced by Ill. James W. Salmons, Jr., 33°.

The Rochester facility pro-
vides initially for three training
rooms, an office and a waiting
room. There is sufficient space for
future expa nsion. )

—
iy et
777

Center Named for Frank & Bette Paul

The new Rochester facility to assist dyslexic chil- away in December following a lengthy period of ill
dren has been named the Frank and Belte Paul Scol- health.
tish Rite Masonic Children's Learning Center. His widow Bette had accompanied him around
The late Ill. Francis G. Paul, 33°, served as Sover- the world when they attended Scottish Rite funchons
eign Grand Commander of the Supreme Council on behalf of the Supreme Council. She attended the
from 1985-93. Previously he had been the Scottish ceremony at Rochester along with her four sons and
Rite Deputy for the state of New York. He passed daughter.

The Rochester

center was named
for Frank and Bette
Paul, Bette attended
the dedication
ceremony with her
family. A portrait of
the couple will be
placed on the wall
at the learning
center,
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Impact of Dyslexia on Behavior

Preventing Emotional and Social Problems

By CAROLYN E. GRAMLING

E i hen dyslexic children slip through
the education system with little or no
appropriate intervention, their chances
for future success in life are minimal.
On the surface, this would seem to be
solely due to the fact that they are
unprepared to function in a language-
based world. If they have trouble read-
ing, writing and working with figures,
how then can they expect to survive
lacking the skills necessary to hold a
job? Although this reasoning is valid,
there are many more problems which
impact the lives of dyslexics. The emo-
tional and social problems associated
with dyslexia are complex and myriad.
Their consequences are far reaching.

Emotional Problems

According to noted psychiatrist
Erik Erickson, children must resolve
the conflict between a positive self
image and feelings of inferiority during
the first few years of school. If by the
age of ten years, feelings of inferiority
outweigh a positive self image, it is
extremely difficult to reverse the dam-
ages and help the child develop a posi-
tive self image. This is why early inter-
vention is so important.

The research findings of Erickson
should not be misconstrued to mean
that dyslexics cannot be helped after
the age of ten. This would be far from
the truth. With proper instruction, even
adult dyslexics have been helped
immeasurably, The problem inherent in
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delaying intervention is that emotional
scars are not easily healed after the age
of ten.

Emotional problems begin when
early traditional reading instruction
does not match individual learning
styles. Like all children, dyslexics want
to experience success by meeting the
expectations of parents and teachers.
As they continually experience failure,
their frustration grows, and they begin
to feel chronically inadequate. Telling a
dyslexic child to try harder is like

world negatively, but they may have
trouble imagining anything positive
about their futures.

The most frequent emotional
symptom reported by dyslexics is anxi-
ety. Because anxiety causes people to
avoid that which frightens them,
dyslexics avoid situations which may
lead to failure, specifically school work.
Teachers and parents incorrectly inter-
pret this avoidance pattern as laziness.

As the frustration of failure in
school continues, anger often erupts.

Telling a dyslexic child to try harder is
like telling someone in chains to run
faster, but if we give the dyslexic
proper tools, failure can be reversed.

telling someone in chains to run faster.
It is unfair. But if we give the dyslexic
the proper tools, the succession of fail-
ure can be reversed, much like the
effect of removing the chains from a
man who is trying to run.

But what if appropriate interven-
tion is not provided? Dyslexic children
suffering from low esteem will some-
times misbehave to cover up the emo-
tional pain they are experiencing.
Because of their experiences of contin-
ued failure, they may not only view the

CAROLYN E. GRAMLING, M.5.Ed, s a
reading specialist and professor of reading
A at suffolk Community College, Selden, N.Y.

Although this can happen at school, the
anger is more likely to be vented at
home on the family members. The
mother, in particular, is often the target
of this anger as she represents a trust-
ing, safe environment. Even if the par-
ents are made aware of the reasons
behind the child's anger, it does not
remove the unpleasaniness, nor does it
change the child’s negative behavior.
The dyslexic is not the only family
member who exhibits anger in the
home. Because the dyslexic child often
receives an excess of attention from the
parents, brothers and sisters become
jealous, and normal sibling rivalry is
intensified.



Social Problems

Social problems also become
noticeable around school age. It is not
easy for dyslexic children to watch
their peers surpass them. Everyone
knows who is having problems in the
class, and most school age children
would rather identify and congregate
with children who do well. The
dyslexic child begins to feel over-
looked by classmates. Sometimes
taunting and name calling exacerbate
the situation, causing the dyslexic to
feel like a pariah. .

To add to the dyslexic’s feelings of
exclusion, oral language function is
often affected. Dyslexics may have
trouble finding the right words when
conversing with classmates. This
stammering or pausing may elicit a
negative reaction from peers, which
reduces self assurance in social situa-
tions.

A dyslexic's problem in remem-
bering the sequence of events is often
interpreted as willful lying. For exam-
ple, if a parent or teacher asks a
dyslexic child to explain what led to a
fight on the playground, the dyslexic
child’s story may change each time he
tells it, due to sequencing and memao-
ry problems. The child is not lying, but
is confused due to the conflicting mes-
sages being sent from the brain. The
child’s credibility is also questioned
when he or she can do some things
well, yet is inconsistent in performing
academic tasks of a more elementary
nature. The brain's inconsistency in
performing is often misinterpreted as
apathy, untruthfulness, and/or lazi-
ness.

It is easy to see why dyslexic chil-
dren suffer both emotionally and
socially when attending schools that
do not understand the academic needs
of dyslexics. As one college graduate
dyslexic explained when asked to

recall how he felt in elementary
school:

The teachers just did not understand
what it was like to be dyslexic. [
became frustrated because the teach-
ers had only one key to a door with
multiple locks. 1 was frustrated,
volatile, unpredictable, a passionate
time bomb ready to go off at any
moment. | was frustrated that I could
memorize the vice presidents and
presidents in 30 minutes but could
not pass a spelling test without cheat-
ing. I had no control over my temper
as a child, and it was not my fault. [

“l was frustrated that | could memorize
the vice presidents and presidents in
30 minutes but could not pass a
spelling test without cheating.”

— College graduate dyslexic recalling elementary school

blame the system. It is just not
designed for a student like me. When
you have a student who is highly
intelligent vet frustrated at a develop-
mental age, that student will be either
good, or good at being bad. 1 know,
because as a frustrated child, 1 flirted
with those boundaries. How do vou
expect a child not to be angry when
the teacher is telling the parents that
their son is stupid and will never
amount to anything?

IIE‘I‘E is an example of a dyslexic
adult who carries the emotional scars
of the first few years of school with
him. Although he eventually received
help, it was not until well after the age
of ten, that magic age which Ernk
Erickson refers to as being so impor-
tant to a person’s emotional well
being. Whether or not the teacher
actually stated that he would never
amount to anything is inconsequen-
tial; this is the emotional memory of
that teacher’s attitude and the young
man's subsequent fear which he will
carry with him through life.

On a grander scale, we might say
that this young man is very fortunate.
As a result of constant frustration and
failure, many dyslexics end up either
dropping out of school or becoming
involved with the juvenile justice sys-
tem. According to Hon. Francis T
Murphy, Presiding Justice of the
Appellate Division, First Judicial
Department, Supreme Court of the
State of New York:

The sequence is all too familiar; the
learning disabled child, his disability
unnoticed, goes through school fail-
ing to grasp conventionally taught
lessons. Ashamed and frustrated,
often teased and ostracized by his
peers, his behavior deteriorates.
Every school day becomes a cruel test

he cannot win, and soon he learns to
hate school, often dropping out alto-
gether.

The prevalence of learning dis-
abilities in the juvenile delinquent
population is extremely high.
Research findings reveal that 35% of
the juvenile delinquent population is
learning disabled. Failure in school
leads to loss of self esteem and the
subsequent development of poor self
image, characteristics which can make
the adolescent more vulnerable to
criminal mischief.

In addition, children who dislike
school are more apt to associate with
peers who also dislike school. Alcohol
and drugs are often used as a compen-
satory tool for their poor self esteem
and feelings of inadequacy. Studies
show that early school failure is the
single most statistically significant fac-
tor predictive of later delinquency.

Preventing the Problems

Although the prognostic picture
painted for unremediated dyslexics is
not a pleasant one, a much brighter
picture is in store for dyslexics who
receive early identification and reme-
diation,

The best intervention to address
the brain anomalies of dyslexic chil-
dren is the Orton Gillingham method,
the approach used by the tutors and
supervisors at the Scottish Rite Mason-
ic Children’s Learning Centers. The
positive impact that the Children's
Learning Centers are making on the
lives of dyslexic children is laudable.
One only needs to visit a center and
see the look of hope and self assurance
that these children's faces reflect, to
understand the significant role the
Scottish Rite Masons are playing in the
lives of these children, 2
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Snuff / A Pinch in Time

A look at Masonic boxes in the museum collection

By JOHN D. HAMILTOMN, 32°

Tnbaccn was brought back to Spain
from the New World as a result of
Columbus’ voyage of exploration in
1492. By 1570, use of the plant had
become a general practice throughout
Europe. Herbalists were quick to credit
tobacco with having curative powers,
but its use as a preventative or curative
medicine was soon discredited. James |
of England referred to the habit as
“This filthy custome...loathsome to the
eye, hateful to the nose, harmfull to the
brains, dangerous to the Lungs.” How-
ever, by the 17th century, the use of
tobacco had become a social obsession,
indulged in by chewing, smoking, or
snuffing,

Snuffing was an alternative
method of tobacco use, involving the
practice of inhaling a small amount of
finely ground tobacco. Social conven-
tion dictated that a small amount of the
powder be pinched between thumb
and forefinger, and released at the nos-
tril while inhaling wvigorously. The
effect was to cause a violent sneeze,
which was thought to clear the brain
and provide many other salubrious
benefits. This fine powder was carried
in a variety of small containers or snuff-
boxes. Snuffing became an elaborate
social ritual, complete with specific
mannerisms. Although snuffing was
popular in Europe, it was a custom that
was never generally accepted in Amer-
ica, where smoking and chewing were
the preferred methods of indulgence.
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JOHN D. HAMILTON, 327, a member of the Scottish Rite
Valley of Boston, is the curator of collections ar the Scot-
tish Rite Masonic Museum of Qur National Heritage.

Despite this, snuff boxes were a fash-
ionable mark of gentility in large Amer-
ican cilies.

Snuff boxes were made of ceram-
ics, metals and thermo-plastics, but
those decorated with Masonic symbols
were usually made in France or Eng-
land from bone, papier-maché, horn, or
burlwood. During the Napoleonic peri-
od, French prisoners of war in England
utilized small pieces of bone to fashion
items for sale by which they might earn
money to purchase small necessities
that would help ease the conditions of
their confinement. At that time,
Freemasonry in France enjoyed sanc-
tion by the Imperial family, and items
carved with Masonic symbols found a
ready market among the British
brethren. After Napoleon's fall, Free-
masonry continued to be sustained by
the restored Bourbon monarchy,
extending the popularity of Masonic
snuff boxes into a period that gave rise
to thermoplastics,

Rose Croix snuff box,
France, ca. 1800. A rectan-
gular box with hinged lid
of pressed horn, The raised
design displays the Rose
Croix, a Broached Thurnal,
and sword surrounded by
nine flames (Knights Elecl
of Nine). In a horizontal
panel above, a five-arch
bridge and seven skulls-
and-crosshones (Knight of
the Easl, or Sword), and a
serpent eating fruit in the
Garden of Eden (Lodge of
Adoption, i.e., feminine
Masonry).

Horn, tortoiseshell, and  Masonic snuff box, England, ca. 1815. A rectangu-
burlwood were also natural |ar box of bone with carved hinged lid probably
materials favored for making made by a French prisoner during the Napoleonic

wars. Originally, seven steps led to the door of the
Masonic temple, but the top two steps have been

obliterated, perhaps indicating its owner was a
member of a Royal Arch Chapler. The pentalpha
appears in the arch above the door.



Masonic snufi box,
France, 1790-1810. A
round papier maché
box with engraved
and découpaged
cover, Female alle-
gorical figures of
Wisdom and Beauty
stand alongside the
pillars Jachin and
Boaz in the forecourt
of Solomon's temple.

snuff boxes. As thermoplastics, they
became pliant and malleable when
heated and softened. The lid could
then be impressed with a die-cut
design that could be used repeatedly.
Occasionally, a die was signed by the
engraver.

Papier-miché boxes were made
from layers of pulp paper moulded
into a desired shape, usually circular,
and lacquered inside and out, The lids
were decoratively painted. About
1815, hand-painted snuff boxes were
supplanted by those decorated with
colored engravings that were pasted
on and varnished, a technique known
as découpage. Many of the engravings
were of French or American origin,
and often depict portraits of American

military heroes such as Washing-
ton, Lafayette, Jackson, Stephen
Decatur, [saac Hull, or William
Bainbridge; as well as decoration
partially derived from Masonic
certificates or apron designs.

During the 18th and 19th
centuries, many Freemasons
indulged in tobacco and snuff
while enjoying Table Lodge.
Such a popular social habit pro-
duced much specialized para-
phernalia. It is, therefore, not sur-
prising that a number of Masonic
snuff boxes have survived.
Examples illustrated here are
from the collection of the Scottish
Rite Masonic Museum of Our
Mational Heritage, Lexington,
Massachusetts. s

Royal Arch snuif box, England, ca.

1815. A bone prisoner-of-war box with
carved hinged lid. A spade and pick
appear on the base of the pillars. One
block of stone has been dislodged in the

arch.

Masonic snuff box, Japan,
1800. A round papier
maché box with inlaid
cover of copper, silver and
mother-of-pearl. Above
the seven-step dias and
Masonic altar appears a
Buddha-like seated figure of
a Master Mason holding a
trowel. A radiant halo, or aura,

surrounds his head.

Masonic snufi box, England, 1800-1820. A round
box with cover of pressed hom displaying
Masonic craft symbols. The design is bordered
by signs of the zodiac representing the seven
planets and their Latin names. The lid is

marked “Bradwell,” the name of the die-sinker.

Masonic snuff box, France, ca. 1780-1800. A
rectangular box with pressed horn lid display-
ing an allegorical Masonic scene. A Master
Mason stands between the pillars Jachin and
Boaz, under the square and compasses. Fig-
ures representing Prudence and Justice stand
triumphant over prostrale figures representing
man’s vices,
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New Home for Syracuse

Scottish Rite Valley and Lodge build new Masonic Center

The Scottish Rite Valley of Syracuse
has a permanent home once again. The
new Masonic Memorial Center was
dedicated on April 19 at the time of the
Valley’s annual spring reunion.

The center was built in cooperation
with Centerville Lodge No. 648, with
both organizations sharing the cost of
construction. Also meeting in the build-
ing is the local chapter of the Order of
the Eastern Star.

The structure provides for office
space, lodge room, conference room,
dining room, kitchen and rest room
facilities all on one floor. Valley Secre-
tary Kenneth R. Gibson, 32°, comments,
“Some people like to say that it's ‘on the
level.” Surrounded with ample park-
ing, the building is fully handicapped
accessible.

Sovereign Grand Commander
Robert O. Ralston, 33°, participated in
the consecration and dedication of the
new building in April. Assisting were
New York Deputy Bruce W. Widger, 33°,
Active Members Harold L. Aldrich, 33°,
and Douglas K. Wilson, 33°, and Com-
mander-in-chief John R. Fuller, 33°.

Frederick D. Greene, 32°, has been
spearheading the building program as
chairman of the Steering Committee
and continues to serve as chairman of
the trustees for the Memorial Masonic
Temple Corporation. Brother Greene
commended all those who had support-
ed the project. “It stands as a monument
to the fraternal spirit and what can be
accomplished with teamwork, coopera-
tion, planning and leadership,” he said.
In particular, he cited the efforts of Il
Herbert Gerhardt, 33°, and IIl. Fred R.
Sears, 33°,

For many years the Scottish Rite
met at the Masonic Temple on Mont-
gomery Street. In 1961, the trustees of

The Syracuse Masonic Temple on Mont-
gomery Street was sold in 1985. The inset
photo shows a birds-eye view of the Temple
as well as the parish house of St. Paul's Epis-

copal Church and a portion of the church,
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the Scottish Rite Bodies purchased the
building from the Syracuse Masonic
Temple Corporation, and the building
underwent a major renovation. When
the Scottish Rite trustees decided to sell
the building in 1985, the beautiful scenic
backdrops used in the portrayal of vari-
ous Scottish Rite degrees were shipped
to the Supreme Council at Lexington,
Mass,, for safe keeping at the Scottish
Rite Masonic Museum of Our National
Heritage.

For the past eleven years, the Valley
of Syracuse held meetings in the East
Syracuse Masonic Temple. The new
facility opened in January and is fully
funded by combining the building fund
resources of the lodge and the Scottish
Rite, together with members’ pledges.

Since the New York Valleys of Cort-
land, Norwood and Watertown do not
hawve all four Scottish Rite Bodies, mem-
bers from those Valleys receive the 32° at
the Consistory in Syracuse. g




The new one-story building, dedicated in April, is a joint venture between

the Scottish Rite Valley of Syracuse and Centerville Lodge No. 648.

‘Masonic Philanthropies’ Updated

Just off the press is the latest edi-
tion of Masonic Philanthropies: A Tradi-
tion of Caring. The updated version is
again published jointly by the North-
ern and Southern Supreme Councils of
the Scottish Rite.

The first effort, published by the
Supreme Council for the Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction in 1987, was the
brainchild of IIl. John H. Van Gorden,
33°. He worked with Ill. Stewart M.L.
Pollard, 33° to compile figures from
Grand Lodges and other Masonic
groups. That version was named
Masonic Charities.

The name was changed to Mason-
ic Philanthropies in 1991, when Dr. 5
Brent Morris, 33°, authored an updat-
ed and color-illustrated version, using
1990 statistical data, Dr. Morris, with
an interest in Masonic research and
fascination with statistical data, was a
perfect blend for this project. Some
85,000 copies were distributed, mak-
ing it one of the most popular books
ever written on Freemasonry.

Dr. Morris has again put his tal-
ents to work to compile figures from
1995. The results show that Masonic
philanthropies contributed $750 mil-
lion or over $2 million per day, of
which 70% went to the general Ameri-
can public.

The latest edition also contains
some charities that were not included
in the previous edition.

In the Foreword, the two Sover-
eign Grand Commanders point out
that the examples of Masonic philan-
thropies should serve as an inspiration

for those who may ask, “But what do
Masons DO?”

It should be emphasized that
much of the “$2 million per day”
comes from funds invested over the
years for the purpose of Masonic phil-
anthropy.

ALYW GQAOM DINOSYIW = IWVH MIOd WVNODs;,

MASONIC
WORD MATH

How fo solve; Start with the first word. Add to it the
letters of the second word. Then add or subtract
the letters of the following words. Total the remain-
ing letters and unscramble them to find a word

associated with Masonry.

= (INSIST) - (SPLIT)

(WATER) + (INTRODUCTION)
- (WORD) + (GIANTS) - (COUNTER)
+ (SLIPPERY) - (PAINT) + (PANTS)

Copies of the new edition are
available for $5 (postpaid) or in pur-
chases of 50 or more copies at a 40%
discount, plus shipping.

Orders can be sent to Supreme
Council, NM], PO, Box 519, Lexing-
ton, MA 02173,

LB W]

WAV GIOM DINOSYW « IWVH MO0 WVYNODg,

Clue for this puzzle appears on page 16.
Answer from previous issue: SHRINERS

SCONAM DORW HAMT * MASONIC WORD. MATY

SCONAM DORW HAMT » MASONIC WORD MATY
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A Profile in Courage

Illinois Mason gets his wish before he dies

Reprinted from the June/july 1997
issue of Scollish Rite News, edited
by Randall W. Becker, 32°, and pub-
lished by the Valley of Chicago.

Leight:}n Oliver suffered 2nd and
3rd degree burns over 65% of his body
when he was only 11 years old. A
strong yet sensitive child, Leighton
bore his ordeal of pain for seven years
following that devastating accident.

Leighton was the son of Anthony
Oliver, 32°, Senior Warden of Gourgas
Chapter of Rose Croix, Valley of Chica-

0.

4 To quote his father, “Leighton’s
mother had to rub his arms and chest
three times a day to stretch the skin,
causing him severe pain, but prevent-
ing him from becoming crippled for
life. As you can imagine, that pain was
intense for both Leighton and his moth-
er

"During these years he became a
caring friend who listened to children,
a gentle advisor to his peers, many
from broken homes, who came to him
in confidence with their troubles.

“Leighton overcame his pain to
become a natural leader, loving his
friends and being loved by them. He
graduated from high school when no
one expected he could. Always cheer-
ful, he cherished photography, and
wanted his own darkroom. He was
always at home in nature, especially
woodlands and lakes, a place where he
would often go to as a ‘thinking spot.’
Soccer was his joy, and indoor soccer at
home got him through lots of his pain.”

| this time, Leighton’s family was
helped financially by the Masonic fra-
ternity, helping to pay the staggering
medical bills from the accident.

“Then, last year, he was diagnosed
with cancer, and his ordeal became
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Knowing that Masons had
come to his aid, 18-year-
old Leighton wanted to
join the fraternity. Special
dispensation was obtained
to waive the age restiric-
tion to allow the cancer
patient to join while he
was physically able,

by coming to his aid, he had
always wanted to become one of
us.ﬂ'

Leighton got his wish. He
was made a Mason the afternoon

worse. He told me he wanted to die,
but couldn’t hurt his family any more
than he already had with his pain.
When the cancer was declared termi-
nal, Leighton left the hospital and came
home to his family. During his last few
weeks, 40 or 50 kids a night flocked to
the house to visit. He maintained his
cheerful nature, bearing his tragedy
with courage and fortitude. And know-
ing that the Masons had saved his life

of February 19 in the Oliver home
in Aurora. Valley of Chicago brethren
who communicated the degrees were:
John Dowling, 32°, for St. Cecilia
Lodge, (apron, lectures, obligations and
grips); Executive Secretary Dick Yena,
337, for the Scottish Rite degrees 145,
16°%, 18%, and 32°; Harry Brahmstadt for
St. Bernard Commandery No. 24,
Knights Templar, and Reverend Tom
O'Connor for the Shrine.

“The bravest sight in the world
is to see a great man struggling
against adversity.”

— Seneca, Roman Writer, Philosopher



Leighton passed away in Slidell,
Louisiana, on March 12, seven years
nearly to the day from when his
ordeal began. He had told his mother
he wanted a Viking funeral and his
friends made a raft of rushes and
flowers and a portion of his ashes; his
brother Fletcher set it afire with a
flaming arrow, and they set it adrift
on a forest preserve lake where he had
communed with nature.

A month before

he died,

Leighton

Oliver

had an
opportunity
to sit with
his father,
Tony, at

a Scoltish

Rite meeting.

Snid his father, “God had answered
Leighton's prayers, his soul had out-
grown his body. We will never know
how many lives he touched with his
advice to others, advice that could
have changed their lives for the better.
He died as he lived, an example of

courage and compassion
friends and family,”

to  his

4

Masonic Information Center Gets the Word Out

Here is a list of some of the items
that are now being distributed through
the Masonic Information Center. The
material has been produced under the
supervision of a national supervisory
review board.

Based in Washington as a wing of
the Masonic Service Association, the MIC
was established to serve as a central
source for accurate information about
Freemasonry. It provides information to
the general public through national and
local media, responds to criticism of the
Masonic fraternity, and assists Grand
Lodges and their members in dissemi-
nating factual information about Freema-
sonry.

The center was the brainchild of the
late John J. Robinson, author and defend-
er of the craft. MIC was organized in the
spring of 1993 and is dedicated to his
memaory.

The review board is examining vari-
ous ways of reaching the general public.
In the past, the fraternity has been
known for having remained silent when
attacked by anti-Masons. Although
Masons were fully aware of the absurdi-
ty of the attacks, many non-Masons were
beginning to assume that the anti-
Masonic comments were valid.

The MIC material is available
through the Masonic Information Center,
8120 Fenton St., Silver Spring, MD 10910.
For further information, call 301-588-
4010,

BROCHURES
A RESPONSE TO CRITICS OF FREEMASONRY

Brochure responding to several of the alleged points of conflict between
Freemasonry and Christian theology. #BR-120 5¢ each (in any quantity) plus
shipping.

FACTS ABOUT FREEMASONRY

Brochure answering many of the most frequently asked questions about
the fraternity. #BR-110 53¢ each (in any quantity) plus shipping.

BOOKLETS
THERE IS NO SIN IN SYMBOLS

16-page booklet showing pictures and explanations of symboels used in
everyday life and symbaols used by Masons and Masonic-related organiza-
tions with explanations about their origin and meaning. #BL-201 25¢ each
PPD); 40% discount in lots of 50 or more copies, plus shipping.

WHAT'S A MASON?

16-page booklet describing the Masonic fraternity and its purposes.
Explains what happens in lodge meetings and answers many frequently
asked questions about the fraternity. #BL-202 25¢ each PPD); 40% discount
in lots of 50 or more copies, plus shipping.

BOOKS
IS IT TRUE WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT FREEMASONRY?

By Art deHoyos and 5. Brent Morris (foreword and addendum by Jim
Tresner). A response to some of the more virulent anti-Masons, this book
takes on several of Masonry's critics and refutes their charges. For example,
Albert Pike and the “Luciferian” doctrine; James Dayton Shaw's "exposé” of
Freemasonry; Ron Carlson’s lectures on the “Evils of Freemasonry” are dis-
cussed and refuted on a point-by-point basis. The 1997 Second Edition is
updated with 100 pages of new material added. Available through MIC @
57.50 (PPDY); quantity purchase (50 or more) 40% discount, plus shipping.
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Traveling Exhibit Opens at Museum

‘Theatre of the Fraternity’ arrives in Lexington

A traveling exhibition featuring
Scottish Rite scenery has opened at the
Scottish Rite Masonic Museum of Our
National Heritage, Lexington, Mass.

“Theatre of the Fraternity” was
conceived and curated by C. Lance
Brockman. It opened last fall at the
Weisman Art Museum, University of
Minnesota. The exhibition, which will
remain in Lexington until Feb. 1, shows
how the Scottish Rite, at the turn of the
century, adopted the full theatrical
trappings of the popular-entertainment
stage. The exhibit concentrates on the
era from 1896-1929,

It was during this period that
many new buildings were constructed
to accommodate stages to portray the
Scottish Rite degrees.

In 1987, Brockman had prepared
an exhibition focusing on turn-of-the-
century popular-theatre design, partic-
ularly the production of the Twin City
Scenic Company, whose archives are at
the University of Minnesota. This led
him to study the period in which many
sets and drops were created for the
Scottish Rite degrees.

B RN R

Today, much of the original Scot-
tish Rite scenery, costuming, and light-
ing is still in use, with the result that a
rich aesthetic heritage has been pre-
served.

“Theatre of the Fraternity” exam-
ines both the 19th century fascination

= Wieitrman An Museam photos

with fraternal associations, and the use
of theatrical elements as a means of
dramatizing the initiation experience.

It illustrates through actual histori-
cal costumes, novel sets, photographs,
rare printed programs, objects and
watercolor skelches, the brilliant
imagery, pageantry, and compelling
drama of the Scottish Rite stage pro-
ductions.

Visitors to the exhibition will also
experience the visual genre of the by-
gone Victorian era dominated by tradi-
tional drop and wing scenery. Interac-
tive displays will demonstrate special
stage effects. These scenic effects were
all produced from theatrical techniques
commonly found in the Victorian stage.

An interior view of the Sosman and
Landis Scene Painting Studios of Chicago.
The backdrops were painted on frames
similar to the one on the left side of the
image. A completed backdrop was cut off
the frame and rolled on hollowed bass-
wood tubes for shipping by rail to the the-
atre or temple.
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Jose Gavalcanti Melo,
Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Pernambuco, Brasil,
has graciously supplied a set
of the latest Masonic issue —
a stamp and souvenir sheet
issued on April 8, 1997, to
honor the 50th anniversary of
the Interamerican Masonic
Confederation. This organiza-
tion held its 17th Grand
Assembly on April 9-12 in
Santiago, Chile. The LM.C.
members include 64 Grand
Lodges representing 21 Latin
American countries which all
conform to the same high
ideals and goals for Universal
Freemasonry.

g

Rufus Putnam was made a
Mason in American Union
Lodge while at West Point in
July 1779 and received the
second and third degrees the
next two months, When this
Lodge brought its altar to rest
at Marietta, Ohio, he sat as
Junior Warden and then

served as Master of that
lodge for seven terms
beginning in 1794. He
was chosen to be the first
Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Ohio in
1808, but his health pre-
vented him from actively
participating.

Bom in Sutton, Mass.,
in 1738, he was orphaned
early in life but managed
to continue his educa-
tion. He served in the
French and Indian War
before resorting to farm-
ing, milling and survey-
ing. He later served in
the Revolution, rising to the
rank of Brigadier General.
Interested in the bounty lands
in Maine and Ohio, he led the
Ohio Company advance
party to Marietta. Liberally
endowed with practical com-
mon sense, he became known
as the Father of the North-
west Territory.

He is shown on a stamp
issued by the U.5. in 1937 to
commemorate the 150th
anniversary of the Ordinance
of 1787 and the creation of the
Northwest Territory, He died
in Ohio in May 1828.

Canada's
12th Prime
Minister,
Richard Bed-
ford Bennett,
was bom in
Hopewell
Hill, New Brunswick, in 1870.
Graduating from Dalhousie
University, he embarked on a
teaching career. He soon was
attracted to law and was
admitted to the bar in 1893,
He entered politics in the
local legislature rising to Min-
ister level and by the 1930s
was a well-known delegate

By Robert A. Domingue \

and negotiator. He served as
Prime Minister from 1930-35.
He retired to Great Britain in
1939 and died there in 1947.

Brother Bennett received
his degrees in Miramichi
Lodge No. 18, Chatham, New
Brunswick, in 1896. He also
affiliated with Ashlar Lodge
No. 28, Calgary, Alberta, in
1910.

* K Kk

On June 4, the USPS
released a stamp honoring the
Marshall Plan. Bro. George
Catlett Marshall was made a
Mason-at-Sight by the Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of
the District of Columbia on
Dec. 16, 1941. He never affili-
ated with any lodge.

A graduate of V.MLL, he
was commissioned a 2nd Lt.
of Infantry in 1901 and served
in the Philippines for his first
tour. During WWL he served
as Chief of Operations with
the US. First Army in France.
At the outbreak of WWII, he
was appointed U.S. Army
Chief of Staff. He became
General of the Army in 1944.
He became U.S. Secretary of
State in 1947 and announced
the Marshall Plan or Euro-
pean Recovery Program. He
later served as Secretary of
Defense and was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1953. He
died in 1959.

* * %

The USPS issued a $2
stamp depicting William Jen-
nings Bryan in March 1986.
Brother Bryan received his

degrees in 1902
at Lincoln
Lodge No. 19,
Lincoln,
Nebraska, and
after moving to
Florida, affiliat-
ed with Temple Lodge No.
247 in Miami.

Brother Bryan was admit-
ted to the bar in 1883 and by
1891 was a member of Con-
gress from Nebraska; he was
also Editor of the Omala
World-Herald. He ran three
unsuccessful Presidential
campaigns, losing to McKin-
ley in 1896 and 1900 and to
Taft in 1908. As Secretary of
State in Wilson's cabinet, he
negotiated 30 treaties.

* * %

The 52-cent stamp issued
in 1991 for two-ounce postage
portrays Brother Hubert Hor-
atio Humphrey. He was born

ey May 27, 1911,
at Wallace,
5.0, and died
in Waverly,
Minn., on Jan.
13, 1978, He
began his
career as a
pharmacist but by 1948 was
firmly established in politics
as Mayor of Minneapolis. His
peak was achieved with a
four-year term as Vice Presi-
dent under Bro. Lyndon B.
Johnson and a run on his own
for President in 1968. He
received his degrees in
Cataract Lodge No. 2, Min-
neapolis, in 1946. He was the
recipient of the Grand Lodge
of New York Distinguished
Achievement Award in 1973,

ROBERT A, DOMINGUE is sécre-
Fary for 5t Matthew’s Lodge,
Andlover, Mass., and editor of The
Fhilatelic Freemason,
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By THOMAS W, JACKSON, 33*

Masons Along The Rio Bravo by Joseph E. Bennett. Published in
1996 by the Masonic Grand Lodge Library and Museum of
Texas, PO, Box 446, Waco, Texas 76703, $5.95 (postpaid)

I1l. Brother Joe Bennett, 33°, has again written an
interesting, easy-to-read book involving Freemasons and
Freemasonry. | have previously reviewed Six Guns and
Masons and Music, Mason, Music — both written by this
author. He also used his artistic talent to illustrate the
book which adds to its value to the reader.

This text, as with Six Guns and Masons, is set in the
early days of the West but localized in the Rio Bravo area.
It presents the impact of Freemasons and Freemasonry
during that turbulent period in our history. Bennett again
has made no attempt to glamorize those involved to the
sacrifice of historic accuracy; so when you read him, don't
look for glorification of the craft.

In Masons Along The Rio Bravo, the Spanish name for
the Rio Grande, he presents the lives and activities of
seven Masons specifically and others with whom they
interact. The last chapter relates some of the notorious
feuds in that area at that time.

The seven Masons discussed in the book are Santa
Anna, Jack Hays, James B. Gillett, Pecos Bill Shafter, Tom
Catron, Oliver M. Lee and Black Jack Pershing. With each
of these men, Bennett relates their life’s involvement in the
episodes which caused their names to be remembered. He
also points out their Masonic history.

Santa Anna, of course, is a name we would prefer to
not have related with the craft, and there is no lodge
which acknowledges his membership, but his knowledge
of the signs and his possession of a Masonic apron implies
the possibility. It is thought that he affiliated with the Scot-
tish Rite while on duty in Texas. Regardless, he did impact
history and cannot be ignored.

The others presented were of a more positive influ-
ence as lawmen, cattlemen, military men or politicians, the
most famous being Black Jack Pershing. Pershing probably
left a greater impact on history, and Bennett devotes more
pages to his influence than the others.

The chapter discussing the feuds is an interesting rev-
elation to those who were unaware of the conflicts which
were played out in this period of our history. It also pre-
sents the political maneuvering that evidently was as
important then as it is today.

One advantage to reading Brother Bennett’s books is
that it is not a painful project to leamn. His writings are
enjoyable to read, easy to understand and unbiased. They
give to the reader information about our Brothers of the
past which we would probably acquire nowhere else, and
the reader can acquire it with little effort.

Masons Along the Rio Bravo is a book which all of our
members would probably enjoy. I recommend it.

THE NORTHERN LIGHT f AUGUST 1997

Following publication of the May issue of The North-
ern Light, 1 received a communication from Christopher
Knight, co-author of The Hiram Key. In it he questioned
several points in my review which merit my response.

He points out a concern from my statement question-
ing the integrity of the authors inasmuch as they quote por-
tions of ritual which we obligate ourselves not to reveal.
Their position was qualified through the United Grand
Lodge of England’s present statement regarding only the
modes of recognition to be protected.

We, in general, in the Grand Lodges of the United
States also make that same statement, but it does not nulli-
fy our “obligation.” I verified with the United Grand
Lodge of England that they state there are no secrets in
Freemasonry save for the passwords and grips but regard
other things as private.

The authors also indicate that they believe there to be
nothing in the book that conld possibly distress Jews or
Freemasons. 1 agree that there is nothing that should dis-
tress because it is an expression of hypotheses, but then
we must acknowledge that any divergence from the status
quo will cause distress, and [ have talked with those who
were distressed.

They also state, “For the record, we absolutely did not
claim that Jesus Christ was a Freemason. That would be as
silly as the Vatican claiming that Jesus was a Roman
Catholic. What we claim is that Freemasonry developed
sometime after 1307 and before 1440, and that it uses ritu-
als that are based upon ones used by the Jerusalem
Church.” However, from talking with others who read the
book, [ found them to have the same impression.

I quote from chapter 11 of The Hiram Key. "1f we were
right that there is a direct connection between Freemason-
ry and the Qumranians, and that the Qumranians were
the first Christians, it follows that Christ must have been,
in some sense of the word, a Freemason himself. We were
aware that this is a notion that will horrify many modemn
Christians, particularly Roman Catholics, but we did
indeed find the evidence that this is exactly what he was.”

Perhaps [ read this differently from what the authors
intended, but, at best, it is a misleading statement.

The Second Messiah by Christopher Knight and Robert Lomas
Published in 1997 by Century Books Limited, Random House
UK Ltd., 20 Vauxhall Bridge Road, London SW1V 254, Eng-
land. £16.99.

The Second Messiah is a sequel to The Hiram Key, the
first book by these authors. I reviewed that book for the
May issue of The Northern Light, and | again want to
emphasize that they do not speak as the voice of Freema-
sonry. The style and intent of this writing remains the
same as in The Hiram Key, and my basic appraisal of this
text is not much different from that of the first book.

The required research and thought which went into
the preparation of The Second Messiah would be admirable



in any field of endeavor; the conclusions remain debat-
able, and again the result is sure to raise the ire of many
theologians and Freemasons in general, the Catholic hier-
archy, and the United Grand Lodge of England in particu-
lar.

In the introduction, Knight and Lomas indicate that
their findings revealed in The Hiram Key “were warmly
received by many biblical, Templar and Masonic scholars,
as well as several Catholic priests.” They also state that
support and congratulations were received from Masonic
members of “every rank” in the British Isles, I'm not sure
what this translates into, but 1 have received a number of
negative comments along with the positive,

Again, | emphasize that my reviews are written upon
the acknowledgment that any writer may present his theo-
ries and propose conclusions, This approach stimulates
thought and interest as both these books have done, 1
again, however, continue to have a problem with the con-
clusions being presented as absolutes.

In essence both books are committed to tracking the
continuing evolution of the beliefs and teachings of the
original Jerusalem church as the authors perceive them.
This text expands upon propositions from The Hiram Key
and, more especially, on the theories of the origin of the
Shroud of Turin, the Templar connection and the relation-
ship of Freemasonry to both. They tie in the Arthurian leg-
end and the search for the Holy Grail along with a concept
that Tarot cards were a creation of the Templars to convey a
message while reducing risk to them. The final conclusion
reached is that “Jacques de Molay” is the second Messiah,
that the surviving members of the Templars worshiped
him, and that Freemasonry was a “cult” that arose out of
them. (I emphatically disagree with their labeling Freema-
sonry as a cult. Such classification by present-day definition
is categorically incorrect and detrimental to the craft.)

According to the authors, these teachings were
recorded on scrolls and buried beneath Herod's Temple.
They conclude “with certainty” that these Nasorean
scrolls are today contained in vaults beneath Rosslyn
Chapel. A fascinating tale is then developed to justify and
support the hypothesis. The scrolls are excavated from
beneath the Temple by the nine original Knights Templar
whose purpose for being there was precisely that.

Recorded in the chambers beneath the Temple were
the genealogies of the children of the priests tracing lin-
eage back to David and Aaron. Following the destruction
of the Temple, the survivors took the designation of “Rex
Deus” (Kings of God) and passed this information
through succeeding generations. It was the then members
of the Rex Deus families who were the driving force
behind the Crusades, their purpose being to claim their
inheritance.

The book implies that the United Grand Lodge of Eng-
land has suppressed all knowledge of Freemasonry prior to
1717 and offers “evidence” that “higher degree” rituals
were worked several hundred years prior to that date. “The
Grand Lodge of London” was, according to the authors,
nothing more than a gentlemen’s dining club, with credibil-
ity built on the reputations of their predecessors.

They continue by stating that the Duke of Sussex
undertook a project of erasing all original meaning of
these degrees and “threw away the whale purpose of the
organization.” They say Pike did the same in the Southern

Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite in the United States, his
being “unashamed of his appalling ignorance and arro-
gance.”

Referencing the 33° the authors state, “All we know
for sure of this ultimate degree is that it once told the
secret of the founding of the Order and described its
ancient origins.”

They support this conclusion with information
received from the American author of The Sirins Mystery,
“a direct descendent of George Washington” (highly
doubtful, since Washington had no known children). This
man was supposedly told by a relative, a 33° Freemason,
to join the craft and seek an “accelerated” promotion (also
highly doubtful) so he could hear the secret things appar-
ently connected to ancient Egypt. Conclusions supported
by such as this do little to add credibility to their cause.

I find a real problem when the authors give de
Molay’s final words by qualifying it: “Of course there
were no journalists in the crowd that day and certainly no
written script . . . 50 it is reasonable to assume . . ." Then
they go on to state that the words he spoke were not of a
Christian Order, referencing the Templars, because
“nowhere in his one-hundred-and-three word (emphasis
is mine) parting speech did de Molay mention Jesus
Christ.”

I guess great conclusions must require great assump-
tions, but I feel that the many assumptions in this book
undermine the conclusions, and [ continue to find the
dogmatic conclusions disturbing. But I was not there; 1 do
not know, My concern remains that this book will add fuel
to the fires of anti-Masonry.

That aside, however, I continue to support anyone’s
right to express his theories whether I accept them or not,
and there are “theoretical” conclusions reached that | do
not accept.

The book makes you think, and there is nothing
wrong with thought. Govern yourselves accordingly.

In my review of The Hiram Key, I expressed a concern
that there would be those who accept the written word of
a Freemason as the dogma of Freemasonry. The Confer-
ence Minister of the Conservative Congregational Christ-
ian Conference picked up a copy of The Second Messialt in
London and wrote in a newsletter that “it confirmed
everything 1 have read by Freemasonry’s eritics.” He
refers to the authors as “two obviously prominent Freema-
sons.” Thus, the predictable occurs.

It is sad that in supposedly intellectual circles one
cannot write without fear of condemnation nor read with-
out considered comprehension. What is written as theory
and opinion is exactly that, and, when it is read, it must be
read as exactly that. [ cannot condemn authors for writing,
but I can criticize readers who accept writings of authors
as dogma without verifying facts con-
cerning their qualifications. Just because
one can write, that does not make him
an authority.

THOMAS W, JACKSON, 33° is the
Cirand Secretany for the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania and the book reviewer for
The Northern Light,
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B A 30-minute nap helps

A Swedish study on napping shows
that after a full night’s sleep subjects
perform best (no surprise).

After four hours sleep with a Ralf-
hour late-morning nap the next day,
subjects performed just about as well
on a computer-alertness test as those
who slept a full night.

Those who slept four hours and
had no nap the next day did poorly.

Doctors at the VA hospital sleep
lab in Dayton, Ohio, suggest taking
the nap a half hour to 45 minutes
before you need to be most alert.

M Oral insulin for
diabetics

Because insulin is too fragile to pass
through the intestinal wall into the
bloodstream, diabetics must take
daily injections. Researchers are rush-
ing to solve the problem. One
approach is to coat the drug with
biodegradable polymer, which breaks
down in the small intestine and can
be absorbed. Experiments by Brown
University were reported in Nature.

The University of Maryland dis-
covered a bacterial protein called Zot
that can open small gaps in intestine
walls, creating a gate through which
insulin can be absorbed. Drug compa-
nies are discussing further develop-
ment and production of an oral
insulin which will certainly be wel-
comed by diabetics.

B Outdoor tactics

You are less likely to be attacked by
stinging or biting insects if you avoid
their habitats, like tall grass, flower
gardens, and stagnant water. Barring
that, avoid wearing perfumed lotions
that smell like flowers. Don't wear
brightly-colored or floral-patterned
clothing (Dull white or khaki are
best.) Use insect repellent sprayed on
clothes and sprayed lightly on skin.
Spray only on clothes of kids under
twelve,

20 THE NORTHERN LIGHT / AUGLIST 1997

Don't use a product with more
than 30% DEET. DEET can enter the
bloodstream through the skin, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

M Cantaloupes are
source of vitamins

Cantaloupes rank among the healthi-
est, and the earliest foods ever culli-
vated by humans.

They are bountiful sources of vita-
min C and the mineral potassium,
which helps lower high blood pres-
sure, Cantaloupes and other orange-
fleshed melons also contain lots of the
antioxidant beta-carotene, which is
crucial to immunity, eyesight, tissue
health, and cancer resistance.

One cup of cantaloupe, about a
quarter of a melon, delivers only 56
calories. It's filling, and an ideal food
for all who are watching waistlines.

When selecting your cantaloupe,
pick one that is firm and unbruised.
The rind should be an even gray all
OVer.

When fully ripe, the best melons
will give a little when you put gentle
pressure on the base with your
thumbs, and will have a mild, sweet
odor.

“The only exercise Wendell gets is
jogging to the bathroom or kitchen
and back so | decided to make it
maore strenuous for him.”

A cantaloupe that is picked too
soon will be hard and green. One that
feels sticky is overripe. If you have to
buy one that's less than ripe, let it
stand out at room temperature for a
couple of days. Refrigerate the can-
taloupe when it's ripe.

Once cut, cover with plastic wrap.
For extra convenience, cut up a whole
melon at one time and keep itina
covered plastic container.,

For variety, serve with vogurt,
low-fat ice cream, berries or other

fruit.

B Fight hot weather
dehydration

If you're too busy to stop what you
are doing and get a drink of water,
remember this: Your blood is 85%
water; your brain, 75%; and muscles
are 70%,

If a muscle is dehydrated, it loses
10% of its strength and 8% of its
speed. (Athletes drink water as soon
as they leave the game.)

A Scottish study shows that drink-
ing water and other beverages after a
hard workout reduces thirst but also
increases urination. Drinking a high-
sodium beverage causes less urina-
tion, leading to faster hydration.

B The right amount of ice
Ice is the best treatment for the first
48 hours after a muscle bruise or
sprained joint. Ice and cold packs
help reduce swelling and promote
recovery.

A non-fatty area such as a knee
should be iced for no more than 10
minutes at a ime. Padded sites such
as a thigh can be iced for 30 minutes.
Longer periods may damage nerves
and membranes.

B Vitamin E
slows Alzheimers

Researchers have found that ordinary
vitamin E slows the progression of
Alzheimer’s disease. In the studies,
the Parkinson’s disease drug Eldepryl
had a similar effect. Researchers at
Massachusetts General Hospital are
now giving vitamin E to Alzheimer's
patients. The study, directed by
Columbia University, showed that
while the treatments do slow the
progress of the disease, they do not
make patients any better. The dose
given in the study: 2,000 IU.



Strengthening
Family

Values

An Eau Claire, Wisconsin,
middle school student with
muscular dystrophy put down
on paper his thoughts about
his family and won first place
in an annual essay contest
sponsored by the Valley of Eau
Claire. The event, available for
sixth graders, was part of the
Valley's Scottish Rite Masonic
Family Life Program.

Josef Gapko’s poignant
words were reprinted in the
local newspaper.

Josef’s father, Laurie, later
petitioned Eau Claire Lodge
No. 112, and became a Master
Mason. He has since joined the
Scottish Rite Valley of Eau
Claire.

Here is Josel’s essay on
“The Important Things | Learn
from My Family.”

By JOSEF GAPKO

Twao of the most important things [
have learned from my family are to
have a good attitude and to stay opti-
mistic.

When my brother was at a foren-
sics tournament one time, he heard a
girl give her speech. It started with a
quote from Candide by Voltaire: "Every-
thing is for the best in this the best of all
possible worlds.” This means that even
bad things have a good side and that
every cloud has a silver lining in its
own way.

My brother pondered this for a
while. Later he had to read Candide for
English class. Reading the book
inspired him. He has become a strong
believer that the quote is true. Since
then, he has passed this down to me.
Technically, I cannot say I have learned
this, but I am learning it.

M"“
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Josef Gapko (right) has Duchenne muscular dystrophy, but he’s not let-
ting it stop him. (;ﬂpku prac tices the E:i.‘lm;- every day, and sees his hard
work pay off in music and other areas. He credits his mom, Andrea,
dad, Laurie, and brother, Jacob, for helping him keep a good atlitude.

Another important thing [ have
learned from my family is to be thank-
ful for the things 1 have and not to take
what I have for granted.

Being in a wheelchair really bites.
In spite of this, | am quite intelligent,
have a creative mind, a good place to
live and a good family. I think that puts
me ahead of many people and makes
me feel quite fortunate.

I also have learned from my family
the ability to cope with most of my
problems. I realize that, in the long run,
ailments such as depression are not
worth having. Inability to cope with
problems might lead to things like
depression. 1 don't want to be
depressed because | plan on being on
the Earth quite a long time. Having a
disability such as Duchenne muscular
dystrﬂphg,r is something that could lead
to depression, but I'm not going to let it
control my life,

| have no control over muscular
dystrophy, and 1 probably never will.
My family teaches me to be hopeful
that a cure for muscular dystrophy will
be found within my lifetime.

From my family, I have learned
you have to work eamnestly to reach
vour goals. Hard work pays off and is
necessary if you want to get anyw here
in life. For exnmple I play the piano
quite well. I have had to practice almost
every day for four years to get as good
as | am now. I plan on getting a decent
job that pays well. To get that job, I will
need to go to college for four or more
years and study hard. My family teach-
es me that [ will have to work hard to
accomplish my goals.

My family has taught me many
important things including optimism,
thankfulness, coping skills, hopeful-
ness and diligence. 1 appreciate my
family for their help and support. s
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VIEW

FROM THE

PAST

Quotations selected
from the past

may not necessarily
represent

today's viewpoint

Masonry and Public Affairs

We are living in our time through
some of the most crucial hours of
human history. There is no doubt that
the future of human civilization is
very much at stake. The dangers are
at various levels.

There is the danger that we shall
blow up most, if not all, of human
civilization in a massive nuclear war.
There is the chance that we might
poison with radioactive contamina-
tion the air which the human race
must breathe. There is still a third
major area of danger. It is that we
might destroy ourselves as Rome did.
Our own society might go to seed
through its luxury-loving material-
ism, sensuality, selfishness, apathy,
greed.
I do not think we are doomed,
but I am perfectly sure we shall not
save the values that mean so much to
us unless we awake to the present
dangers and work for the purification
of society. The principles, for which
the Masonic Order stands and which
individual Masons seek to exemplify,
lie close to the heart of the world's
need.

It is not enough for us to pro-
claim to the world the glory of the
individual. We must declare the
importance of community. Here is
where a voluntary organization like
the Masonic Order comes in. This
kind of group represents one form of
community, a precious form of com-
munity, based upon kinship of ideals,
dedication and purpose.

Government, at levels from the
township to the nation, represents an
essential but different community. [t
is very important. But it remains a
compulsory community. Nearly all of
us belong to it by birth and by law.

The form of community which is
represented by a voluntary organiza-
tion goes far deeper. It is built upon
freedom of choice. Those who make
up such a community often make real
sacrifices “for the good of the order.”
They are dedicated, committed.

I believe our Order, by fostering
such qualities in its members, is capa-
ble of making a great contribution to
the solution of the problems which
are pressing in on our nation and the
world.

In specific terms, this means to
do our part to escape from the apathy
and materialism of the age. Every one
of us knows the principles com-
pounded of self-reliance, of effective
cooperation with others, of respect for
God's laws, which have produced
whatever has been great and noble in
our nation’s history.

Government at all levels plays a
large part in our lives these days,
and, like it or not, government is not
going to grow smaller. The house lots
on Mars will not be deeded by pri-
vate realtors. So we must make gov-
ernment better, keeping it as limited
as possible. It can only be made better
if better men and women take part in
the political process.

Our age can turn into one of the
great fulfillment periods of history —
one far greater than has ever been
before. But it can only reach these
heights if men and women who con-
stitute society live and think in accor-
dance with the great truths of being,

The Masonic Order constantly
reminds us of these truths and exem-
plifies them in its organizational
forms. It calls us to our social duty,
our civic duty, our community duty.

As our lives demonstrate the
principles we know and believe, the
Masonic Order can be an ever more
useful and vital element in creating,
preserving and extending the good
society to which — each in his own
way, to his own tempo, by his own
choice — all mankind can rally.

—From an address by Erwin D,
Canham, 33°, editor of the Christian
Science Monitor, ai the 150th anni-
versary of the Supreme Council, 1963.

Change as Challenge

world except change, as Heraclitus
ly threatened by it? William James
observed at the turn-of-the-century,
“A new and easier method is hard
simply because it is a departure from
the old.” How many times have you
observed this in your own lifetime?

- The world hates change but this
is the only process that has ever
brought about

Things were different in earlier
times. Then there were few activities
available to fill one’s free time. But
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simply put, that was then and this is
now. Necessity demands that the craft
either change with the times or be
changed by the times. OQur drastic
drop in numbers in the last 30 vears
attests how we have fared from the
effect of the latter. Now we must
actively embrace the former, changing
with the times if indeed the Masonic
Order is to survive. Otherwise, we
could just orchestrate ourselves out of
existence, hardly a desirable conse-
quence for an organization that has
contributed so much to the making
and molding of this nation.

So let's welcome the need to try
something new in the craft by boldly
embracing the four one-day conferral
degree programs throughout the
commonwealth as proposed by the
Grand Master. This accommodation
to change will prove fortuitous if it
enables us to attract to our number
more quality men of high principles
who have much to gain from and
much to offer this fraternity of ours.

— From an article by William D.
Brown in the Virginia Masonic Herald,
April-Tune 1996.



Attracting Masons to Masonry

Attracting more Masons or mak-
ing Masonry more attractive to
Masons? The craft has been divided
on this issue. On the one side, many
Masonic leaders advocate aggressive
movement to attract more Masons,
pointing out that the practice of “non-
solicitation” and the failure to engage
in “selective recruitment” are at the
root of waning Masonic membership.

The Friend to Friend Membership
Development Program initiated by the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania is a case
in point. That Grand Lodge, indeed,
has shared the program with 20 Grand
Lodges in the USA. Now lodges are
experiencing a minor flood of peti-
tions for membership.

Shall we adopt a similar program
to make the public realize that Freema-
sonry is, indeed, a worthy way of life?

Mabini G. Hernandez has pro-
posed the adoption of a moratorium
in admitting new members into the
craft: “During that period, we will
clean, strengthen, and put in order our
respective lodges. That is to say, we
will correct wrong practices or irregu-
larities committed by the so-called
hoodlums in aprons, spoon-and-fork
Masons, San Miguel Masons, the
wannabees, and other undesirables
among us. We should have denied
those undesirables admission into the
craft. But we did not. Now we have to
reform them while dwelling in our
midst.”

To the objection that Freemasonry
would die if we stop admitting new
members for a specified period, he
retorts, “On the contrary, we will find
our strength reinvigorated.”

According to him, during the
moratorium period, we will imple-
ment an extensive and intensive
Masonic education program. The
Grand Lodge shall establish, direct,
and supervise a Masonic school for
the training, education and refinement
of Master Masons who desire
improvement in Masonry.

“Hopefully,” Hernandez com-
ments, “with the help of the Masonic
school, our Masonic values and princi-
ples will not remain skin-deep and
will penetrate and sink into our being
and shape our way of life.”

He proposes that the Grand
Lodge act on petitions for Masonic
degrees during the moratorium.

Hernandez agrees that instead of
attracting more members, we must
make Masonry attractive to the cur-
rent membership by enhancing
Masonic life, by turning Masonic pro-
ceedings into meaningful, stimulat-
ing, relevant experiences in lodge. He
asks, “Why is attendance in lodge
poor? Is it not because many of our
lodges, other than dedicated to pro-
ducing other Masons, are afflicted
with chronic inertia and succumbing
to ritualized boredom? Is it not
because after having been initiated
they do not get what they most
desired: Light?”

What we find most enjoyable is
the fellowship. This is ironic because
we insist that we are not a mere
social, civic or fraternal club, but
rather, a worldwide fraternity with
“nobler,” “more glorious” aims. The
problem is, the leadership in many a
Blue Lodge has not adequately stimu-
lated every candidate to persistently
pursue those noble and glorious aims
of Freemasonry or to make Masonic
values, principles and precepts a part
of his philosophy of life.

Today, parents in most countries
are advised by population control
experts to control the sizes of their
families, so that they will be able to
love, protect, and educate every one
of their children. Masonic officers
should, therefore, first satisfy the
needs and aspirations of our fraterni-
ty’s present constituency before
attracting more members into the
craft. True, a sustainable, thriving
membership is a desideratum; it is
however, the culmination of, not the
basis for, a healthy Masonic family.
Hence, before getting more adherents
into the craft, we should first clean up
our lodges — from the inside — and
“let the faithful breast, the attentive
ear and the instructive tongue be the
measure of our hospitality.”

Mo, we cannot make Masonry
stronger, more vigorous, more vibrant
by having a bigger membership. An
old adage reads, “A chain is as strong
as its weakest link.” The strength of
our craft should, therefore, be
equated with quality, not quantity.

— From an article by Flor R.

Nicolas in the March-April 1995 edition
of The Cabletow, published by Hie
Grand Lodge for the Philippines.
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B X-ers save more

Generation X people, aged 18 to 30,
have something in common with
their grandparents. They save money.
On average, X-ers save 16.2% of
income, close to the 16.5% saved by
51- to 65-year olds, says the
PaineWebber / Gallup Index of
Investor Optimism. Baby boomers, on
average save 13.2%.

B Sleep before traveling

Don't wait until the night before leav-
ing on a car trip to pack and make
other preparations. A European study
found that half of drivers don't get
enough sleep before a long automo-
bile journey. By starting the trip with-
out enough rest, they increase their
chances of having an accident.

B Keep your
message short

I¥'s tempting to start a one-sided con-
versation when reaching an answer-
ing machine. Certainly no one will
interrupt you. The problem is that
details of important information may
be lost. There is no opportunity for
feedback from the other person, and
you take up a lot of space. By filling
the tape, you could prevent other
important messages from getting
through.

When you reach an answering
machine, say what you have to say,
but keep the message short.

B Com ing soon:
Digital TV
In about one year, TV signals will

appear in the language of computers,
sweeping away a half century of

“Tell you what. I'll walk the dog.
You walk the lawn mower.”
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fuzzy television. The race to supply
digital TV sets is on.

By 2006 all broadcasting will be
digital. During the transition, stations
will continue to send out analog sig-
nals, gradually winding down such
broadcasts. To preserve the life of
existing sets, equipment makers will
market converters that enable those
sets to accept digital signals.

M Doing chores makes
kids better citizens

There's no question that working par-
ents need all the help they can get
when it comes to keeping up their
homes.

That means kids help too. But as
they do their chores, are they helping
themselves as well?

New research conducted at the
University of Toronto indicates the
answer is an emphatic “yes.”

The study of children ages 9 to 14
shows that those with regular respon-
sibilities at home showed greater sen-
sitivity to the needs of others, were
more responsible in other areas, and
were more likely to spontaneously
pitch in, both at home and at school.

B New toll-free number

The third toll-free telephone number
will be introduced next year. The
Alliance for Telecommunications
Industry Solutions says the 800 num-
bers ran out in March 1996 when 888
came into existence, Now 888's are
almost exhausted, and 877 is due
early next year.

B Role models for
marital success

Adults who grew up with an alco-
holic parent are a third more likely to
end up divorced, say experts writing
in Psychology Today. But it’s not des-
tiny. By recognizing the problem and

seeking out happily married role
models, they can increase their
chances of success.

B Discovering what
kids really want

Kids really do understand that their
working parents are squeezed for
time. But a recent survey of sixth
graders published in Work and Family
produced some surprising facts.

The 11- and 12-year-olds said they
accept and even enjoy not having
their parents around a lot during the
week. What they don't like is a big
push for “quality time” on weekends.
The consensus is that it's fine to hang
out some with parents at home and
have some activities with them, but it
shouldn’t be family time all the time.
They want to spend some time with
friends as well.

They also said they didn’t want to
“talk so much.” It's not that they
don't like talking to Mom and Dad,
but too much conversation makes it
feel forced. Parents’ continuous ques-
tioning about everything in kids' lives
made them feel that some of it just
wasn't worthwhile.

Interviewed kids said they liked it
when parents, mothers particularly,
did things that they enjoyed. That
included going to work and partici-
pating in some other non-work, non-
home activities.

Answers to questions about how
they plan to raise their own kids
when they grow up, however,
showed that the kids were not quite
as benevolent as they claimed. The
most common answers included
some provision about splitting the
time between home and family.

“When it comes to using the phone
she certainly has no hang-ups.”




The Mind’s Eye / Schizophrenia Research

This column usually discusses
developments in mental health
research to which the Scottish Rite
schizophrenia research program has
contributed. In this issue, however, |
thought it would be interesting to
reflect on the program itself, as a chari-
table endeavor. Four principles, built
into the program by its founders more
than 60 years ago, have made it a suc-
cess. They are worth reflecting on.

Altruism. Schizophrenia is not com-
mon among the members of the Scot-
tish Rite. In fact, the situation is just
the opposite. Because its members typ-
ically are successful in business or the
professions, and have positive inter-
ests in family life and community
affairs, the rate of an illness that drasti-
cally impairs work and social life is
naturally low.

The Scottish Rite schizophrenia
benevolence is very different from the
many support groups that have grown
up around medical conditions. Many
afflictions have support groups that
also lobby for legislation that will help
their cause, and sometimes raise funds
for research. These groups do fine
work, both in empowering their mem-
bers and in obtaining needed help for
them; but they are not pure benevo-
lences in the sense of our schizophre-
nia program.

In a world where self-interest so
often seems to be the dominant force,
it is heartwarming to see a charity that
is truly an expression of an altruistic
impulse.

Commitment. In his Allocution
before the 1935 Annual Meeting of the
Supreme Council, Sovereign Grand
Commander Melvin M. Johnson, 33°,
introduced the new schizophrenia pro-
gram in this way: “Last year we laid a
new, though tentative, course upon the
sea of benevolence...We have started a
research into the cause of Dementia
Praecox. We may or may not ultimate-
ly find that for which we search...we
shall in any event open up new worlds
in the unexplored intricacies of the
human mind. Already, the attention

DR, STEVEN MATTHYSSE, Director
Four principles of charitable giving  scotish it schizophrenia Research Program

which has been drawn to the subject
by our action, and the consequent
stimulation of the activities of others,
is worth our expenditure many times
over.”

In those early days, very little was
known about the brain. The chemical
transmission of the nerve impulse, the
regulation of cerebral blood flow, the
origin of brain rhythms, and the elec-
trical activity that lies behind percep-
tion, memory, and language were still
unknown. A revolution in human
genetics was waiting in the wings. To
solve the problem of schizophrenia at
that time was impossible. The Scottish
Rite's commitment made possible
something even better.

The foundation was laid for a bio-
logical understanding, not only of
schizophrenia, but of all mental and
neurological disorders. The course was
not always smooth.

Often the questions were raised,
“"Why is schizophrenia not cured?
Where is our money going?” But the
Scottish Rite persisted, and knowledge
grew until the present time, when our
techniques and concepts have finally
brought the original goal within sight.

Professionalism. Here, too, Com-
mander Johnson had an instinctive
appreciation of the requirements of a
charitable venture, “It is true that we
lack and never will have the technical
skill necessary to organize and con-
duct such scientific research,” he said.
“Fortunately, there exists an organiza-
tion which has the skill, ability and
willingness to plan and to direct it for
us."”

In those days, the guiding organiza-
tion was the National Committee for
Mental Hygiene, but over the years the
schizophrenia program has recruited
its own committee of scientific advi-
sors. It has been a remarkable commit-
tee, unique among scientific review
panels, because of the length of service
of the members.

Typical scientific review committees
have a high turnover rate, because the
work of studying the many projects
that are submitted for consideration is

a substantial burden. Judgment in sci-
ence, like appreciation of the fine arts,
takes time and thought and experience
to mature. Long-term commitment by
professional advisors is only possible
in an atmosphere of mutual trust.

Leverage. By "leverage” [ mean
directing the investment so that it will
be amplified as much as possible.

In that same 1935 address, Com-
mander Johnson recognized the princi-
ple of leverage: “Already, the attention
which has been drawn to the subject
by our action, and the consequent
stimulation of the activities of others,
is worth our expenditure many times
over.”

From the beginning, the leaders of
the schizophrenia program decided to
focus on research, rather than on offer-
ing clinical services. They recognized
that scientific discoveries would bene-
fit generations long after the invest-
ment was over. The late Dr. Richard A.
Kern, 33°, advised that “money wisely
spent for research produces benefits
that work for all mankind and for all
time."”

The schizophrenia program has
gained additional leverage by focusing
on start-up grants for pilot projects.
Many investigators have written that
the grant they received from Scottish
Rite put them in a favorable position
to get substantial and long-term feder-
al funding later. Our funds have been
directed toward young investigators
and have amplified the effects of our
investment, because their early suc-
cesses helped them to get established,
and their early exposure to schizo-
phrenia research has been motivating

for their future work.
2
These four principles of charitable

giving — genuine altruism, firm and
long-lasting commitment, using the
best professional knowledge, and
amplifying the benefits from each dol-
lar invested — have made our schizo-
phrenia program nationally recog-
nized as a landmark in charitable

giving.
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Remembering ‘Sugar Blues'

I really enjoyed the article on Clyde
McCoy (“The Real McCoy,” May 97).
I shall always remember him and his
“Sugar Blues.”

[ was stationed at the Technical
Training Center in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, in late 1942 through August
1943. We sailors were privileged to
see and hear him many times as our
entertainment. He never tired of play-
ing for us.

To find out that he was a Brother is
an added bonus. I'd like to see him
on a U5, postage stamp.

Arlington L. Lewis, 32°
Quakertown, PA

Mozart wasn't there

Brother Domingue states (The Stamp
Act, May 97) that Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart was present at the initiation
of Franz Joseph Haydn into the
Lodge Zur Warhn Eintracht (“True
Concord”) in February 1785,

Actually, Brother Mozart was dis-
appointed that he could not be pre-
sent at Brother Haydn's Feb. 11 initia-
tion, for Mozart had a concert sched-
uled that evening at which he pre-
miered his important Piano Concerto
in D minor, K. 466. (See Mozart and the
Masons, by H. C. Robbins Landon,

and Mozart and Masonry, by Paul
Nettl.)

Interestingly enough, Mozart's
father, Leopold Mozart, arrived in
Vienna from Salzburg that very day
for an extended visit. On April 6,
1785, father Mozart was initiated into
his son's lodge, Zur Wohlthatigkeit
(“Beneficence”). Sometime between
April 6 and April 16 Leopold Mozart
received his Fellowcraft Degree, an
occasion for which his son Wolfgang
wrote a small song, Gesellenreise, or,
The Fellowcraft's Journey, K. 468.

Thanks to Brother Domingue for
always impressing us with a gallery
of famous Freemasons.

Brian C. Reid, 32°
Indianapolis, IN

Prostate revisited

Do you believe in syncronicity?

The May 1997 issue of The Northern
Light carried a brief article about
shrinking enlarged prostates
(“Healthwise”). The magazine arrived
the same day that our local newspa-
per carried a letter to the editor writ-
ten by a urologist, in which he pre-
sents a view of TUNA surgery that is
quite different than the one in your
column. 1 believe that it would be
beneficial to the brotherhood if you
would present the other side of the
picture.

The urologist states that “TUNA,
(Transurethral needle ablation thera-
py) is akin to a laser in that patients
have severe irritative symptoms.”

He cautions patients to seek advice
from a board-certified urologist
before progressing on therapies that
lack the long-term safety and effec-
tiveness of the transurethral prosta-
tectomy.

Willimm S. Smart, 32°
Ho-Ho-Kiis, NJ

Points to ponder

Why do they call it a TV set
when you only get one?

How did a fool and his money
et together?

How do they get deer to cross
at that yellow road sign?

Why is abbreviation such a
long word?

Why did kamikaze pilots wear
helmets?

How do you know when it's
time to tune your bagpipes?
Does fuzzy logic tickle?

What was the best thing before
sliced bread?

Who do fish drink like?
What do dogs call the hottest
days of summer?

Hi diddle diddle . . .

The attempt to use George Gallup
and his survey methods to rationalize
the establishment of the Children’s
Learning Centers and the Masonic
Web sites continues to illustrate just
how much the Scottish Rite is becom-
ing the mirror image of the general
nature of our society (“Where Did
You Get the Idea of Becoming a
Mason?”, Feb 97). The current thrust
to proceed “. . . hi diddle diddle right
down the middle” to fill the ranks
with more and more Masons as fast
as possible is very dangerous to our
fraternity. The notion that we should
mimic industry practices by advertis-
ing Masonry as a commodity is a
flawed concept.

Gary Wayne Smith, 327

Pendleton, IN
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Footnotes

*Arm code changing. Effective Sept.
1, the area code for Lexington, Mass.,
will change from (617) to (781). Either
code will be accepted until Dec. 1, at
which time a recorded message will
notify you of the correct code. The
change will affect phone calls and
faxes to the Supreme Council head-
quarters and the Scottish Rite Mason-
ic Museum of Qur National Heritage.

$£‘ hess by mail. Do you play chess?
Master Masons of recognized lodges
are eligible to join the Masonic Postal
chess club. Members play chess by
mail with other Masons in all states.
Membership includes both beginners
and experienced players. Members
play as often and with as many oppo-
nents as desired for the same low
price, You send your move on a post
card to your opponent. He puts your
move on his board, decides what his
move will be, and sends you his
move. Some members prefer to play
with only one opponent, while some
play seven or eight games simultane-
ously.

Yearly dues are only 520, and there
are no additional charges for game
assignments, etc. For more informa-
tion, write to the club secretary,
Dennis Plymette, 17 Grinnel Drive,
Camp Hill, PA 17011-7716.

*Muﬁnnfl: Philanthropies. We call
vour attention to an announcement
on page 13 of this issue that an
update of the book, Masonic
Philanthropies, is now available.

The new edition points out that in
1995, major Masonic philanthropies
contributed a total of $750 million or
over the $2 million per day. Of that
amount, some 70% went to the
general American public. That's an
impressive figure!

The total does not even begin to
cover the many charitable acts
performed by local lodges for both
Masonic families and the community.

The book contains a sampling of
some of the larger programs as well

as some of the unique ones.

Copies of the new edition are
available for $5 (postpaid) or in
purchases of 50 or more copies at a
40% discount, plus shipping.

Orders can be sent to the Supreme
Council headquarters, PO. Box 519,
Lexington, MA 02173,

*Timrjbr “Blue™ Envelope, Speak-
ing of Masonic charity, the annual
Scottish Rite “blue” envelope appeal
will be sent to each 32° member after
Labor Day.

The voluntary appeal supports the
Benevolent Foundation, the Abbott
Scottish Rite Scholarships, and the
Museum of Cur National Heritage.
Look for it in the mail soon.

$D-:-Ma!nys perform. When the Val-
ley of Providence, R.L, exemplified
the 30° in April, it was believed to be
the first time in its history. The degree
is sometimes referred to as the
Scottish Rite DeMolay degree because
of the reference to Jacques DeMolay.

What made this particular perfor-
mance memorable was the cast of 31
Senior DeMolays. Participating in the
ceremony were Ill. Gardner C.
Sconyers, 33°, Scottish Rite Deputy,
and I1l. Elmer H. Palmer, 33°, Active
Member. Both are past Executive
Officers for DeMolay in Rhode Island
and Emeriti Members of the DeMolay
Supreme Council.

Also participating were Robert F.
Ogg, 327, current DeMolay Executive
Officer, and Il Phillip G. Rollins, 33,
former Scottish Rite Deputy.

The degree was witnessed by more
than 250 Scottish Rite Masons, of
which 40 were Senior DeMolays.
Among those in attendance was the
state’s oldest living Senior DeMolay,
Harold E. Jepson, 32°, who became a
DeMolay in 1924.

Incidentally, the last three Scottish
Rite Deputies in the state of Rhode
Island are all Senior DeMolays.
Former Scottish Rite Deputy Walter
G. Ballou, 33°, was not a member of
the Order of DeMolay but is an

Honorary Member of the DeMolay
Supreme Council,

*Fmrrnml' clergy, Over the years
Freemasonry has had many detrac-
tors who have attempted to identify
the fraternity as a religion. Masons
who are clergymen understand that
there is no conflict between Free-
masonry and religion and have
helped at the grass roots level to
overcome the confusion by speaking
out.

To increase this understanding, a
plan was adopted at the 1995 Annual
Meeting of the Supreme Council to
provide the Symbolic Lodge initiation
fee for any clergyman seeking
admission. The annual dues are the
responsibility of the individual.
Scottish Rite application fees are
waived by the local Valley.

During the past year more than 30
clergymen have taken advantage of
the opportunity. If your clergyman is
interested in joining the craft, you
should contact your local Scottish Rite
Valley Secretary or the Supreme
Council headquarters.

Moses' signature. The Junior
League rents the auditorium at the
Scottish Rite Cathedral in Reading,
Pa., for a lecture series each year.
When actor Charlton Heston was the
guest speaker recently, the Valley's
production manager, Christopher H.
Tecklinburg, 32° had an idea. He dug
out the replica of the Ten Command-
ments tablets from the property room,
and Heston graciously agreed to sign
the prop. The
actor is well-
known for his
portrayal of
Moses in The
Ten Command-
| ments movie.

L

RICHARD H. CURTIS, 33°
Editor
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Price

Cathedrals: Stone Upon Stone $6.00
Cherubim Brooch $21.00
Scrimshaw Pocket Knife  $40.00
Suspenders  $13.00

Harness Racer Brooch ~ $21.00
Masonic Box ~ $35.00

Window Silk Scarf ~ $45.00

SHIPPING/ TAX
TOTAL

Please be sure address on label is
correct. Make checks payable to
Museum of Our National Heritage.

| am paying by:  Visa MC
Am Ex

Exp. Date:

Cardé#;

Signature:

Gty

Cost
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Questions? Call us.

{617)861-65!

{617)861-9848 (fax)
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