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FROM THE SOVEREIGN GRAND COMMANDER

Making Things

Less Complicated

Not long ago, I heard someone say, ‘I sure
wish we could make things a little less com-
plicated.”

Most of us recall the old family doctor. No
matter what the ailment, these beloved physicians
had a simple remedy. Do you remember hore-
hound? And, doctors always seemed to have
their offices at home. It was all so comfortable
and simple.

Medical advances have been absolutely won-
derful. But it certainly seems a lot more com-
plicated than when we once went to “Doc”
Smith’s office down the street.

Even typewriters have changed. The old
“Underwood™ lasted for several lifetimes. It
was almost indestructible. All you hadtodois
hit the keys and out would come the letter.

Take a look at the keys of a new typewriter.
The number has grown like “Topsy.” The old
levers with the letters on the end are gone too. In
fact, the inside is almost empty. “It’s all elec-
tronic,” we're told. It's all done with **print-
wheels.” And, no matter what the ads say, it all
seems complicated to me.

Even today, there are some things that really
aren’t very complicated. Many decades ago,
the philosopher William James made one of the
most basic truths of life utterly simple. In fact,
it'’s so simple we often forget it. Dr. James
wrote, “The deepest principle in human nature
is the craving to be appreciated.” That's quite
a sentence isn't it? Just 12 words—no more.
But what else is there to say? When it comes

| o /
STANLEY F. MAXWELL, 33°

right down to it, every human being wants—
more than anything else—to be appreciated.

When 1 first read those words of William
James, [ realized that in that one sentence he
had described the purpose of Freemasonry.

As Masons, we have one goal: To discover
the goodness and greatness in each other and to
confer on each other the dignity of brotherhood.

It is this sense of mutual appreciation that is
at the heart of our fraternity. That is why we
continue to have a mission in this world.

Strife between men, senseless crimes, trou-
ble with young people, disharmony in the home.
Are not the roots of discord to be found in the
human heart? William James wasright. “The
deepest principle in human nature is the craving
to be appreciated.”

QOur task as Masons is to make sure—every
day—that we convey to those around us a sense
of appreciation. There is nothing complicated
about that.

Sovercign Grand Commander
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Part 2—WATCH FOBS

Masonic Timepieces

Thisis the second of a two-part series,
A review of Masonic watches appeared
in the January issue.

By CLARK JULIUS, 327

When pocket watches were in vogue,
they were usually wormn with vest chains,
ornamented by a variety of charms and
fobs. No discussion of Masonic time-
pieces would be complete without men-
tion of the impressive Masonic Charms
and Fobs, which adorned the chains
customarily worn with pocket watches.

Their variety was seemingly endless
and there was a type to suit the fancy of
any man, regardless of his Masonic affil-
iations. Some of these were plain and
inexpensive; others were omate and
costly. There were perhaps a greater
variety of Masonic charms than any
othersince the insignia of several bodies
Blue Lodge, Chapter, Council Com-
mandery, Consistory and Shrine could
be represented. Some display the York
Rite, others the Scottish Rite, and many
that open up display a combination of
both Rites. Careful inspection of old
fraternal fobs will reveal three charac-
teristics which regularly appear:

1. the skull and cross bones,

2. aKnight's Helmet appears on the
top of the fob,

C. CLARK JULIUS, 32°, is a member of the
Valtey af Harrisburg, Pa., and a collector of
Masonic watches and fobs,
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This gold fob in the shape of a five-sided pyramid
is one inch long. When opened, it forms a five-
pointed star with Masonic emblems on all
sides.

When closed (above), this gold cube
measures hali aninch. When opened
(right, it forms a cross and displays
Masonic emblems,



Old English Ball

3. the shape follows the pattemn of a
formee or Maltese Cross.

This is unusual since none of these
stand out as significant in the sym-
bolism of Ancient Craft Masonry. The
relationship between these and the Com-
mandery, however, is more obvious,
The convenience of common dies would
be an explanation and supposedly would
explain why these same features are
seen in the charms of other fraternal
organizations, Itis believed that at least
20 different dies of various sizes were
made. When a person went to his jew-
eler, he selected the design he wished
and had it made up individually. Ihave

seen at least 500 fobs and have only
Continued on page 6

st
The oldest iobs were on a black
ribbon. The watch was altached

to a clasp at the top of the ribbon
able clasp near the middle. this
one is dated 1860,

l and the fob hung from an adjust-

A
n‘

Scottish Ball

Open Ball

Those in the shape of a ball can be
opened to form a cross.

Aunique English gold fob (1'% inches
long) is triangular. Masonic emblems
are revealed on the many parts that
fan out.
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MASONIC TIMEPIECES
Continued from page 5

seen two which are alike. By far the
most interesting fobs are the gold En-
glish Masonic Balls.

In this category there are four types:
the Scottish, Old English, New English,
and German. This ball comes in many
sizes from the smallest (11/64) to the
largest( 1 inch). The Scottishballhasa
small lacy emblem G, hinged on the
top. The Old English has four claws on
four sides which fasten to the sides. The
MNew English has a small knob on the
bottom which releases the ball. Allthree,
when opened, are small triangles formed
together in a compact ball and when
opened form a small cross. Each one
of the small triangles has a foreside and
each side is engraved with different
Masonic symbols.

The most unusual and baffling fob is
the gold, five-sided pyramid which is
one-inch long and when opened forms a
five-sided star two-inches long, numerous
Masonic emblems appear on all insides,
The one shown appears to be from En-
gland, as it has an old, ancient cast and
pattern to it

Another unusual and baffling fobisa
gold Y:-inch cube which is held together
like the gold balls, with four claws.
When opened up this fob forms a cross
with Masonic emblems on all sides of
the cross. It is also of English origin.

The oldest watch fobs were on a black
ribbon with two parts attached to the
ribbon. One had a clasp to hold a poc-
ket watch and near the middle, the other
was a slide part to hold the fob. They
were mostly gold-plated and were man-
ufactured in the United States around
the 1850’s. The oldest one in my col-

Early gold fobs with
blue trim.
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lection is a unique piece in that only
several were made. The fobpartisina
one-inch square held by two parts of the
square with the one comer on the top.
The center is round and is a working
compass. The compass is a square with
a **G" in the center. It is dated 1860.

The next fob to appear in the jewelry
stores was a fob in gold, one-inch square
with a Knight's head holding the square
Maltese Cross and a Square and Com-
passes with a blue “G™ in the cen-
ter. Then came the 1%-inch gold fob
with blue trimming and open center with
the usual square and compasses and a
Iﬁrgﬂ u.Ger

This was followed by the Black Mal-
tese Cross and Knights Templar sym-
bol. Later came the fobs that opened
up to display York Rite. Scottish Rite,
and Shrine emblems. These fobs ap-
peared from 1860 to the early 19007,

Basically the watch fob has joined
the pocket watch in fading into obscurity
because of the popularity of wrist
watches.

This multi-hinged fob carries
emblems from the York Rite,
Scottish Rite, and Shrine.




Scottish Rite and Shrine insignias appear on this fob. A double eagleis
hinged on the front and the Shrine emblem liits on the back to allow
four triangles to open out.

Gold surrounds a multi-colored breast-
plate on the front, while a keystone on the
back contains a diamond in the center.

g I e e

: St
SRR .

A Knight Templar emblem on the front of
this elaborate gold fob contains a red
cross. The double eagle on the back
opens up to reveal a Chapter keystone
inside.

A one-dollar gold piece is inside this fob with a Com-
mandery insignia on the front and a Consistory em-
blem on the back.

Froni J Back {

Open

Continued on page 12
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A collection of historic gowns worn
by 30 wives of U. 5. Presidents will be
on display through August 28 at the
Scottish Rite Masonic Museum of Qur
National Heritage, Lexington, Mass.
The gowns, replicas of those in the
Smithsonian Institution’s First Lady
Collection, are on loan from the Chicago
Historical Society, the only institution
to own copies of the originals.

The earliest, dated 1789, is a gown
worn by Martha Washington, made in
salmon-pink faille, hand-painted with
designs of American wildflowers and
insects.

The wife of the President of the United
States always has been in the public
eye. Her manner and her dress have
been carefully scrutinized by both the
public and the press during her years of
service as the nation's official hostess.

The “First Lady Gowns™ exhibit is
an excellent introduction to the history
of the wives of American Presidents.
Dating from 1789 to 1983, the gowns

(Below) Gowns worn by the wives of
Presidents Truman, Franklin Roosevelt,
and Hoover. (Above) Gowns of First La-
dies Harding, Coolidge, and Wilson.

First Lady Gowns

also provide a parade of nearly 200
years of fashion history in America and
reveal something of the individual per-
sonality and taste of the owners.

The Chicago Historical Society's
Collection of First Lady Gowns began
with 17 gowns, from Mary Todd Lin-
coln to Jacqueline Kennedy, re-
produced in the 1950°s for Evyan Per-
fumes from the originals at the Smith-
sonian. The gowns were later presented
to the Chicago Historical Society in
1963 by the late Baroness Diana Wes-
tall von Langendorif as a gift of Evyan
Perfumes of New York. The Baroness
{Miss Evyan) had commissioned the
replicas in the late 1950s to tie in with
the promotion of the Evyan perfume,
“Great lady.”

Sixteen gowns in the collection were
made by Mme. Barbara Karinska, an
outstanding costumer. Jacqueline Ken-
nedy’s inaugural ensemble and two re-
cently added pre-Civil War gowns of



Mrs. Lincoln's gown

Abigail Adams and Jane Appleton Pierce
were made by Miss Ann Lowe, who
also designed Mrs. Kennedy's debutante
gown and wedding dress. The collec-
tion also contains replicas of Mrs, Lyn-
don Johnson's and Mrs. Richard Nixon's
inaugural gowns, made possible by Baron
W. Langer von Langendorff. Mrs. John-
son’s gown was made by the creator of
the original, American designer John
Moore. Enough satin fabric was woven
for her*Yellow Rose of Texas™ ensem-
ble so that the duplicate could be made
for the Chicago Historical Society.
Karen Stark of Harvey Berin, designer
of the original, made Mrs. Nixon's gown
for the Society. The jewel-encrusted
jacket is the same one Mrs. Nixon tried
on when she chose the ensemble.

Duplicating many of the First Lady
gowns involved time-consuming research
and in some instances, special fabrics
had to be woven.

The Museum of Our National Her-
itage exhibit has added several gowns
worn by Mrs. Kennedy on loan from
the Kennedy Library, a dress from the
Ford Museum worn by Betty Ford on
the occasion of a state dinner in 1974
for Anwar Sadat, and a gown worn by
Mrs. Nancy Reagan in 1982, on loan
from the Metropolitan Museum, de-
signed by Jean Louis Couture.

Currently showing at the Museum
of Qur National Heritage through
October 2 is an exhibit of photographs
collected from Armenian-American
communities

“A Look at Ourselves: Armenians
through the Camera's Eye"” was or-
ganized by Ruth Thomasian of Pro-
ject SAVE in cooperation with the
Museum of Our MNational Heritage
and the Harvard Semitic Museum.

The maore than 100 reproductions
of vintage and moderm photographs
taken from the family albums of
Armenian-Americans have been or-
ganized to offer an opportunity for
Armenians and others to better un-
derstand their heritage and culture.
The photographs from 1859 to the
present, are complemented by text
and a few objects, such as costumes,
photographic equipment and mem-
orabilia, which further document the
Armenian experience,

Ruth Thomasian began Project
SAVE (a project to preserve Arme-
nian history through the photograph)

The Malakasian family, Dikranageri, Ottoman Empire, 1911, Photo from the
collection of Ruth Thomasian's Project SAVE.

Armenians in America:
Viewing the Family Album

in 1975 while working with older
generation Armenian-Americans.
Through them and others, she has
been able to locate and document
photographs with personal accounts.
Due to this ability to gather impor-
tant first-hand documentation, she
has been able to identify and date
the people and places in the photo-
graphs, the important events, sit-
uations and remembrances of the
owners, |nmany cases, she has been
able to trace certain families from
the old country to their realized
“dream of America.”

The exhibit contains a broad range
of subject matter from both the old
country and America. The photos
are grouped under the subject head-
ings of family, religion, education,
people working. recreation, the mili-
tary, refugees and immigrants, cities,
towns and villages, and the massa-
cres. The exhibit encourages visitors
to treasure their own family photo-
graphs and to save them as fragile
records of the past.
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Understanding
The World of Youth

By RICHARD E. FLETCHER, 33°

A headline in amajor U.S. newspaper
read: “The U.S.—It's No Place to
Raise a Family.”

What a sad commentary on our time,
Reading the article the thrust was on
young people who have “gone bad."”
Used as illustrations were the cases of
two young men. One shot the president
of the United States in 1981, the other
was the son of a U.S. Supreme Court
Justice arrested and charged with sell-
ing drugs,

Fortunately, these sad stories still
happen so infrequently as to make the
“news.” When they become so routine
as to be no longer newsworthy, then we
will have cause for total despair,

The most important part of the arti-
cle, however, dealt with the current
national attitude which downplays the
concept of individual responsiblity. It
is in the area of responsiblity, par-
ticularly as it relates to voung people,
that we should direct our attention.

In a less dramatic vein, let's look at
two more stories of troubled youth,

In the city where | live these two
stories were part of a report on a low-
income project that had a high crime-
rate record. To quote the report:

“Some of the people who live in the area
around the project. particularly older peo-

Nt Richard E. Fletcher, 32, is a member af
the Valley of Burlinglon, Vi, and Deputy Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of Vermoaont,
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ple, are genuinely afraid of having their
homes broken into, or of being assaulted.
The project has had a problem with juvenile
crime since it opened its doors in 1971."

Story 1

*A 50-year-old mother of nine is a
senior in a local university’s off-campus
B.A. program. Soon she expects to get
her degree in social services, specializ-
ing injuvenile delinquency. She knows
that even as she completes her studies,
her son Dwayne is slipping away from
her, and fears that one day he will wind
up in jail. She explains why Dwayne's
waorries about peer acceplance stem par-
tially from the rejection he feels from
his father. She and her husband are
separated, and both feel that Dwayne is
more than a handful. The peer pres-
sure at the project tends to limit a
mother’s authority, she explains. The
schools have not been able to handle
Dwayne, and Social and Rehabilita-
tion Services have not provided much
help. She feels trapped, and hopes that
if she can finish school, and get out of
the project soon enough, maybe Dwayne
will be okay.”

The saddest part of this story is the
description of Dwayne:

*“Dwayne is a thin, quiet kid with big brown
eves who has always—he tells those who
bother to ask—just come from ‘nowhere,’
where he's been doing “nothing.”

Story 2

“The saddest thing about living at the
project, and watching the kids that grow
up here, is to see the kids over the course
of ten years slowly work their way along
so that you know they're going to jail.”

These words were spoken by another
parent who has lived at the project since
it opened in 1971. He has a son who
has had numerous run-ins with the law,
most recently serving ten days in jail for
driving without a license.

This father has a most interesting
conclusion for solving juvenile crime.
He says:

“I'msick and tired of people who say it's all
the parents’ responsibility. Someone’s got
to come in here like the Pied Piper, and
show these kids they care.”

The point of these stories is not to
suggest that parents are automatically
at fault if their children misbehave or
commit crimes. But to summarize the
two stories used, a young man erying
out that *he’s coming from nowhere,



where he’s been doing nothing,” needs
more than a parent who feels someone
else has to come in like the **Pied Piper,
and show these kids they care.” It is
very important to young people to know
that their parents care about them. And
they need to know this in a way that
does not stifle their “yearning to be
free.”

At this point, let's divide young peo-
ple into three categories:

|. Quite normal, reasonably happy,
doing their thing, adjusting well to the
growing and maturing process.

2. Mot quite normal, not really hap-
py, unable to do their thing because
they don’t know what that thing is, not
adjusting well to the growing or matur-
ing process, really don't know where
they fit in, unsure of themselves. Just
drifting. (Like the young man in Story
#1).

3. Problem kids; into real trouble.
On hard drugs, committing crimes and
totally unable to adjust to life in society.
(Like the young man in Story #2.).

Mow it is also very important to re-
cognize that young people are inguisi-
tive, impressionable and very often will
follow by example. The question is,
who is setting that example?

Association with children or young
adults must, most importantly, begin in
the home. For this relationship there
can be no substitute. Today's world
defines the home as two parents, single
parent, guardian, relative, or institu-
tion. Whatever the home environment
may be it has the opportunity for the
single most important effect on the
child.

Next, of course, would be the school.
Practical knowledge from the school
blended with the home environment start
a voung person on the road to a well-
balanced maturing process.

If the family life includes religious
affiliation, this adds further dimension
to the growing process. Sad as it may
be, we have to recognize that many
families do not feel that religious affilia-
tion is important. School is mandated
by law. Religion isnot. So, we are left
with the personal choice of the parent or
guardian. Obviously, where the choice
is to have a religious affiliation the young
person has a stronger basis for spiritual
growth,

Another area of growth for the young
person is in association with youth or-
ganizations. These organizations can
be divided into church-affiliated, frater-
nal youth groups, sports, school clubs,
community groups, and national groups

such as Girl Scouts or Boy Scouts. The
underlying importance, of course, is to
bring young people together under adult
supervision.

Having described several areas where
youth and adults come together, let's
look at what very likely is the biggest
problem we confront—communication.
With the exception of professionally
trained people, such as teachers, reli-
gious leaders, or youth counselors, per-
haps the most difficult barrier that has
to be broken between youth and adult

is the communication barrier. We sim-
ply are not comfortable talking to each
other. What a sad commentary, because
we have so much to learn from. and to
give to, each other. The learning pro-
cess for adults has been going on longer
sowe have gained more knowledge and
experience. We have to share this know-
ledge and experience with younger peo-
ple who are really searching for the
things we have already learmed.

As adults we need to share the bewil-
derment, wonderment, and joy of a young
person trying to learn. ' We need to re-
cognize their shyness at asking, or their
reluctance to talk about what they do
not understand. Oftentimes, because
they do not know the answer, young
people will not admit to a need for com-
munication with adults because they
are afraid of being laughed at.

From a Masonic perspective, when-
ever we are around young people we
should try to understand the world as
they are seeingit, so thatin effect we act
as big brothers and counselors and
advisors.

Also from a Masonic perspective,
when we are dealing with the three
groups of young people mentioned, we
should concentrate on the first and

second groups. the third group, or prob-

lem kids, need more than adults who
“mean well.” They need competent,
professional help trained to deal with
their problems.

The first and second groups are where
the greatest number of people can help.
Adult association can help by challeng-
ing “‘quite normal kids" to keep them
going, and the “not quite normal™ to get
them going.

The idea is to provide more than fi-
nancial or meeting room support. That
is not to downplay such support which

is obviously needed, but to suggest that
working together is the dimension we
most neglect and one that needs to be
improved. **Challenging”™ young peo-
ple can best be done by encouraging
them in what they are doing. Adults
should “encourage™ youth to strive, to
be constantly improving—improving in
studies, in sports, in music, in ritual
work or whatever interests the young
persan is pursuing.

One of the most important keys to
doing this is to talk to young people
wherever and whenever possible. And
most importantly, talk at their level!
It's very important that young people,
in addition to talking to an adult, also
understand what we try to say to them!

Sponsoring youth groups and teach-
ing young people are a very important
part of Freemasonry's challenge. If
Freemasons are not involved in setting
examples for and, just as importantly,
helping to teach young people, could
we not fairly ask: In God'’s Name Why
Nor?

The United States really is a good
place to raise a family. It just needs
more participation from adults to make
iteven better! As Freemasons we also
must play our part in this most impor-
tant undertaking.
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MASONIC TIMEPIECES—m78M8MM Continued from page 7

One of the largest fobs in the
Julius collectionis 1% inches in
diameter. The Commandery
emhblem on the front includes
five diamonds and the 32° em-
blem on the back has a.65 point
diamond. Inside are many
York Rite and Scottish Rite
emblems.

WAYW GHOM DINOSYIW « IWVH MAOO WVYNODg,

MASONIC
WORD MATH

How to solve: Start with the first word. Add to

it the letters of the second word. Then add or
subtract the letters of the following words. Total
the remaining letters and unscramble them to
find a word associated with Masonry.

(ENTERTAIN) + (CLUE) — (CLEAR) +

%
<
=
2
=
=
Z
<
=
s
X
%
=
T,
Z
O
1

S

This hinged fob conlains Scottish Rite
emhblems inside, while the outside dis-
plays the 33" emblem. Ared crown sels
on top.

(ANCHOR) — (NOTCH) + (TELEVISION)

The clock-wind gold Masonic keys are
ascarce item. They were used by their
owners to wind watches.

~ (LEAST) + (PRAISE) — (TAN) +
(TRACTOR) — (RIVER) + (WATCH) —
(OPINION) — (WASTE) =

D0 S 2B T S EE e

Answer will appear in the next issue.
Answer from previous issue: TROWEL

1 /SCONAM DORW HAMT * MASONIC WORD MATYY
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IN A NOOK WITH A BOOK

‘Anti-Masonic Party’

Reviewed by ALPHONSE CERZA, 33°

THE ANTIMAsONIC PARTY iN THE UNITED STATES, | 826-1843,
by Dr. William Preston Vaughn, The University Press of Ken-
tucky, Lexington, Ky, 40506, 244 pp. §16.

In the year 1826 a William Morgan disappeared in the

State of New York and the Masons of the area were
blamed because he had announced that he was writing a
book exposing the “secrets” of Freemasonry. Politicians
led by Thurlow Weed sensed public interest in the matter
and saw an opportunity of using opposition to Freemasonry
as a rallying point for persons of many political views to
join together to elect candidates to public office. Or-
dinarily the disappearance of an obscure workman would
not have attracted much attention. But beginning in 1798
some clergymen had been preaching in the United States
about the evils of **secret societies™ and the public mood
was ripe for political exploitation with this shib-
boleth. The announced publication of Morgan's book
was not the real cause of the conflagration because many
claimed exposure of the ritual had already been published
and were obtainable at the time.

While the movement was at its height many books
were published against Freemasonry, Later anumber of
books were published refuting these anti-Masonic books.
During the period Masons were persecuted and pres-
sured into abandoning the craft. There have been too
many polemic volumes published on this subject with a
great deal of misinformation. This volume is the first one

to appear in many years on this subject and is a well-
balanced and authoritative presentation. It represents
ten years of diligent research by a professional historian.

This fine book explains the origins of anti-Masonry,
the background of William Morgan, and the known facts
about his disappearance. It explains how the political
leaders adopted the anti-Masonic theme, created the first
third party in the United States, and called it the Anti-
Masonic Party. Invarious degrees the movement brought
Masonic darkness in each of the states but especially in
the states of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the
Scottish Rite. The national election of 1832 is explained
in detail and points out how the victory of Andrew Jack-
son (a Mason) in every state except Vermont resulted in
the practical end of the new Party. In Pennsylvania the
Party was kept alive by the effort of Thaddeus Stevens,
an ardent anti-Mason. An organization based on the
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man cannot
be kept under suspicion for too long in a free society. By
1843 anti-Masonry as a political movement in the United
States came to an end.

One permanent contribution made by this Party to our
political system is the use of the convention method to
select the candidates for President and Vice-President of
the United States. This method was used by the Anti-
Masonic Party and has been used to the present time.

This book has been ably researched, is amply docu-
mented, is well organized, and is written in an easy-to-
read style. Itisawell balanced presentation of a neglected
part of our history and is the best treatment of the subject
written to date.

OTHER MASONIC BOOKS OF INTEREST

At the Sound af the Gavel, a revised edition
with a new title {formerly Special Events in
Lodge) published by Masonic Service Asso-
ciation, 8120 Fenton 5t., Silver Spring, MD

20910. 52 plus postage, $1.75.

Masonic Questions Answered by the Couris
by Alphonse Cerza, 33°. Revised edition just
published by Masonic Service Association,
£120 Fenton St., Silver Spring, MD 20910

The Spirit of Masonry by William Hutchin-
son. Current edition published in 1982 by
Publishers, Inc., 34 Englehard Ave., Avenel,
NI 07001, §5.48.




ROB THE DRUMMER

He Makes You Think

While He Makes You Laugh

By RICHARD H. CURTIS, 33°

Start with 10 drums. Add some sym-
bols and gongs, and what do you
expect?

Moise, plenty of noise,

Place a youngster in front of a drum
set and what do vou do?

Reach for the aspirin.

Put Rob the Drummer in front of an
audience and what do you hear?

iz W L
Hj'-_r:i'.f‘ :
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First the drum talks and then you
hear the drummer talk. Forget the as-
pirin and the noise. In an enteriaining
way, he'll make you think while he
makes you laugh.

Rob the Drummer is Rob Gottiried.
32°, amemberof Level Lodge No. 137,
Bloomfield, Conn.. and the Scottish
Rite Valleys of Hartford and Norwich.

He inherited his beard from the 60's
generation —a time when college cam-

o

puses were turning away from so-called
“established™ values and were finding
the word “*protest” as popular as the
word “‘academic.” Yetsomething hap-
pened to Rob while he was attending
Dean Junior College, Franklin, Mass.,
during the 60°s “*rebellion.” His father
died from lung cancer at the age of 47.

“It made me ask myself some weighty
questions,” says Rob. “Why did it
happen? What are we doing here?
What is life all about?"

Rob graduated from Dean and went
an to receive a degree with high honors
from Quinnipiac College. New Haven,
Conn., with a triple major in psychol-
ogy, philosophy, and music.

His interest in music began at an
early age. His late father played sax-
ophone and clarinet with some well-
known names— Woody Herman, Paul
Whiteman, Ray Kinney. He also re-
ceived encouragement from a music
teacher in the West Hariford public
schools.

Since that time he has won the “best
drummer of Rhode Island” award in
eastern regional competition at Pro-
vidence and was among the top five
national finalists for “best rock drum-
mer of the United States.”™

His interest in Masonry was inspired
by his father and two grandfathers. The
philosophy in the Masonic degrees, he
feels, is a tremondous message to give
to the world. He uses the uplift from
the principles of Masonry as the basis
for his commentary during a perfor-
mance.

“Mr. Drums" Buddy Rich with Rob
the Drummer.



His audiences vary widely from ele-
mentary school groups to college and
adult groups, and he gears his remarks
accordingly.

Put him in front of young kids and he
gets their attention with the sight and
sound of the drums. The audience gets
excited over the noise, the speed, the
precision., Then he hits them with his
message—the importance of a positive
attitude toward life. He talks about the
need for practicing in order to play the
drums well and then relates it to other
things in life using their language to
emphasize determination and goal-
oriented thinking. **I want kids to think
about the value of life and the need for a
strong mind and spirit,” he says.

Set him before a college audience
and the discussion gets quite deep be-
tween the roar of the drums. *“We still
look at life with a positive attitude but
we might get onto the subject, for in-
stance, of heredity versus environment
so far as our goals are concerned.™

Some adult audiences might have
difficulty getting through the beard.
Says Rob, “I really want them to judge
me on my spiritual aspirations rather
than superficiality.”

The percussionist is sponsored by
Synair Corporation of Somers, Conn.,
as well as Ralph C. Pace, a manufac-
turer of practice drum sets in White
Plains, N.Y.

Rob the Drummer has appeared on
public television's “* Sesame Street” and
other children's shows and has made
guest appearances on “Entertainment
Tonight,” “Ring Around the World,”
“PM Magazine,” and MTY.

Surrounded by his set of 10 “see-
through™ drums with a bevy of gongs
and whistles, Rob becomes five people
at once using his hands, his feet and his
head. Put them all together and you
have a man on the move with a tremen-
dous outlook on life.
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Among the Masonic Giants

By EDWARD Y. SMITH, 33"

Who was George F. Fort?

Why should we as Freemasons be
particularly proud of his writings and
his accomplishments?

How quickly are deeds forgotten and
worth ignored!

The latter half of the 19th century
abounded with Masonic literary giants
including men whose works are still
regarded for their accuracy and truth-
fulness (such as Robert F, Gould and
William J. Hughan) and others whose
works have not stood up well against
the inquiry of the years (such as Albert
Gallatin  Mackey and Robert G,
Folger).

In Southern New Jersey therelived a
literary giant by the name of George F.
Fort, whom Henry W. Coil assessed as
“America’s first outstanding Masonic
student.”

Today, over 100 years after the publi-
cation of his acclaimed work, The Early
History and Antigquities of Freema-
sonry, in 1875, acknowledgment of his
contribution is limited to a line or two
found in reference books or a thought in
the minds of those who may recognize
his worth as a Man and a Mason. Yet
some of his contemporaries who wrote
with less accuracy but with a more florid

I EDWARD Y. SMITH, 337, is the Secretary
for the Scottish Rite Valley of Southern New
Jersey,
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GEORGE F. FORT

style are still remembered for their
“oputstanding contributions to the fra-
ternity.”

Brother Fort was born at Absecon,
M.J1., about 1843, the son of the Rev.
John Fort, an itinerant Methodist min-
ister who rode a circuit extending from
Absecon to Williamstown (then Squan-
kum) and to Clayton (then Fislerville),
N.J.

His was an old colonial family who
settled at Pemberton, N.J., in 1669,
Until the birth of his oldest brother,
every preceding member of that family
was born on the family homestead, but
his father heeded ““the call of The Lord™
and left the farm to enter the ministry,

George was named after his uncle,
Dr. George Franklin Fort, who served
as Governor of the State of New Jersey
from 1851 to 1854. The similarity of
their names has caused his writings to
be attributed as those of his more famous
uncle, but such was not the case.

George read for the law with Abraham
Browning, then a foremost lawyer of
New Jersey. He was admitted to the
bar in November 1 866, and established
his practice in Camden, N.J. It was
said that while he had a good practice,
his talents were more of a literary nature.

Through constant study he became
proficient in 17 languages and dialects.
He was astudent inits fullest sense, and
his outstanding ability commanded wide
influence and respect.

His life, however, was one of con-
tradictions. He was a successful lawyer
who gave up the practice of law, an
involved Freemason who withdrew from
participation in most parts of the frater-
nity, a respected author who ceased to
write. Itis possible that a chronic asth-
matic condition precipitated his with-
drawal from activities that he knew and
loved,

He was raised a Master Mason in
Camden Lodge No. 15, on December
20, 1868, atthe age of 23, and demitied
in 1870 to become the Charter Senior
Warden of Trimble Lodge No. 117,
also at Camden and its second Wor-
shipful Master in 1872, at the age of
217.

In 1871 he joined the Scottish Rite
and the Royal Arch Chapter, both in
Camden. Regretfully, his membership
terminated in each of the two Rites in
1880 and 1881.

His most famous book The Early
History and Antiquities of Freema-
sonry, wenlt through three editions and
numerous printings. [t was regarded as
a standard history of Freemasonry and
was recognized by the Encyelopaedia
Britannica as an authoritative source
upon Masonic subjects,

He further served his lodge as Sec-
retary for the year 1873, and was hon-
ored by The Grand Lodge of New Jersey
by appointment to the office of Senior
Grand Deacon on January 17, 1878.
Curiously, following his death, the
Grand Lodge took note of his passing,
but made no reference to his former ser-
vice in that office.

He traveled extensively in Europe
and spent nearly a year visiting cathe-
drals, churches, and temples in the



development of his research. While in
Europe he visited York Lodge No. 236
of England, whose membership elected
him an honorary life member and pre-
sented him with a certificate of mem
bership that survived into the present
century,

His writings continued, at least, to
1BB5, and he was also noted as the
authorof A Critical Enguiry into Con-
ditions of the Constitutional Builders
and their Relation to Secular Guilds af
the Middle Ages, 1884, and A Histori-
cal Treatis on Early Builders' Marks,
1885, The Medical Economy of the
Middle Ages was recognized in 1909 as
*the only complete history of medicine
as a cult ever written.” But it is his
most famous work, The Early History
and Antiquities of Freemasonry as
connected with the Ancieni Norse Guilds
and the Oriental and Medieval Build-
ing Fraternities, that secured a preemi
nent place for him in the pantheon of
Masonic historians.

It is difficult to distinguish the real
worth of George Fort's work. His writ-
ings appear at first glance to be no bet-
ter, or no worse, than those of his
contemporaries. The mostlogical con-
clusion, however, is that his writings
seem to be based on factual historical
research, and not written from supposi-
tion, or colored with an overenthusias-
tic pen.

His Masonic book contains 37 chap-
ters and about 300 pages. The preface,
in the author’s own words, attemptis to
explain his continuing desire to armive
at a truthful conclusion, a reliable his-
tory, with no legend or tale included
which might support what was, to him,
the preposterous claim of many writers
to trace the founding of the fraternity
back in time to the Temple of Solomon
orthe Gardenof Eden. He endeavored
to support,his conslusions with an un-
disputed and sound historical base.

Henry Coil rates
George Fort as
‘America’s first
outstanding
Masonic student’

He described his work with these
words:

“To commence with a narrative of the state
of fine arts at the decline of the Roman
Empire, and also of the propagation of
architecture and its kindred sciences by
badies of builders, who developed into the
Middle-Age Freemasonry, whose history is
carried down to the formal extinction of this
society as an operative brotherhood, in the
year 1717."

The first portion of this treatise, The
Early History, is an interesting and en-
tirely plausible account of the develop-
ment of the early rudimentary associations
of builders and craftsmen of the Byzan-
tium era into the complex Guilds of
Operative Masons of the late middle

mﬁe concluded that the legendary his-
tory of Freemasonry could be traced
directly backward through the Grecian
builders corporations to an Eastern
origin, while the elements and appoint-
ments of Lodge organization could be
traced directly to a Gothic, medieval,
origin.

The second portion, The Anti-
quities, demonstrate his attempt to sup-
port his conclusions by means of a
detailed statement of fact.

In short, he wrote in a style that is dif-
ficult to comprehend.

Somewhat of an evangelist, he patent-
ly declared his hope that the work would
find its way into the hands of those who
were not members of the fraternity. It
was not, however, an expose, but rather
a scholarly work.

His concluding words in the third
revised edition raise an interesting
thought. By tracing the use of the word
“Mason* from the root, Mace or ham-
mer, through the Teutonic Megin, the
Italian, Mazza, the French Macon; and
by the juxtaposition of the French word
Frere with Macon, *Brother Mason,”
he suggested the moderm word **Free-
mason” was thus formed. Could this
interpretation be the real meaning of
the word “Freemason” and not the
traditional tale of a stonemason “free”
to travel and work throughout the land,
orone who worked in the “free” cutting
or carving of the stone?

George Fort died on March 30, 1909,
in Atlantic City, N.J., and was buried a
few days later at Pemberton in the
Methodist Cemetery near the old home-
stead. He had no children; a widow
and brother were his immediate sur-
vivors. Officers of Trimble Lodge No,
117, F.& A.M. acted as pallbearers
and performed the final ritual at the
grave.

In 1921, Trimble Lodge com-
memorated its 65th Anniversary witha
celebration which included the installa-
tion of a bronze tablet, now lost, erected
on the wall of the lodge room of the
Camden Masonic Temple on 4th and
Arch Streets, immediately inside the
inner door, that place within the lodge
which represents the beginning of the
search for true light and knowledge for
all Masons.

It read: “In Memory of Brother
George F. Fort, P.M., whose services
in behalfl of the Craft in compiling his
celebrated work, The Early History and
Antiquities of Freemasonry, won for
him worldwide fame and recognition.
Charter Member of Trimble Lodge No.
117, F.& A.M., New Jersey.”

How appropriate a location (o recog-
nize and do honor to ** America’s first
outstanding Masonic student!™
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OUR
READERS
RESPOND

Litopias

1 enjoyed the article on ** American Utopias
of Yesteryear” (Jan. 1983 ) mostly because
my mother was directly related to one of the
founders of the Harmony Society of Econ-
omy, Pa.

According to A History af Monaco pub-
lished by the Historical Society Committee
on the Centennial, 1940, **John Trompeter
{(Trumpeter) born in Wurtemberg, Ger-
many ... came to this country in 1805 and
in 1814 his whole family joined the Har-
mony Society.”

Knowing that you are a stickler for facts
and authenticity, | wondered why the dis-
crepancy in the “founding of the Old Econ-
omy Village home of the Harmonists in
1825 and the date of “1814" given in the
centennial publication.

Harry Barber, 32°
Daveona, Fla.

Editor’s note: Economy was the third and final
home of the Harmony Society. The Society it-
sell was established at Harmony, Pa., in 1805,
To gain the advantage of water and transport, the
members of the Society moved to Indiana in 18135,
but returned o Pennsylvania in 1825 1o build
Economy Village.

The Texas way

What a great record for Brother Malvern
Marks to be the installing officer of his lodge
for the 60th time (' Footnotes™ Jan. 1983).
I know they do things in a big way in Texas,
but from the time Brother Marks joined Lodge
Mo. 148 in 1912 until he was a charter
member of Lodge No. 1183 in 1921 were
there that many lodges or is there just one
“pne” too many? If not, then what is the
number of the last Lodge as of this date?

Haines N. Jamison
Norristown, Pa

Editor’s note: That's the way they do it in Tex-
a5, Holland Lodge Mo. |, Houston, was estab-
lished in 1838, Brother Marks™ “mother” lodge
(Mo, 148) dates from 1855. Lodge Mo, 1183
was instituted in 1921, The voungest Texas lodge.
instituted in 1980, is Aubrey Earl Hope Lodge
Mo, 1446, Hutchins.
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‘Bringing Us ’
Closer Together

Time to Plan

MNewspaper editorials, essay con-
tests for students, programs for Scottish
Rite families. radio and television an-
nouncements, proclamations by gover-
nors and mayors, and church services
were all part of the second annual ob-
servance of Scottish Rite Masonic Fam-
ily Life Week this past November.

According to a report issued by Sov-
ereign Grand Commander Stanley F.
Maxwell, 33°, over half of the 112
Valleys of the Northern Masonic Juris-
diction took part.

One Valley, for example, conducted
an extensive program. Awards were
presented to six outstanding Masonic
families with local newspapers carry-
ing stories and photos of the presen-
tations. Public service announcements
on the importance of the family were
used by two TV and 15 radio stations.

In addition, 25 newspapers published
stories, editorials and pictures on Fam-
ily Life Week, while the mayors of nine
communities issued proclamations.

Commander Maxwell indicates that
*Scottish Rite Masonic Family Life
Week is making an impact in our com-
munities.” He feels that this is “one
way the Masonic fraternity can help
build renewed belief in family values,”

Family Life Week in 1983 will be
observed the week of November 20-
26. This year's theme will be **Bring-
ing Us Closer Together.”

*“Qur goal is to have an active Family
Life Week program in every Valley,”
the Grand Commander states. Valleys
are now appointing chairmen and in the
next few weeks, special 1983 Family
Life Week kits will be sent to each Valley
sothat planning for the fall program can
begin early.

“With a growing interest in Family
Life Week, | think we will see a tremen-
dous effort this year,"” indicates Com-
mander Maxwell. *“We are letting peo-
ple know that we believe in the family
and we are willing to do our part to
strengthen it.”

Face-watching

| found the article “Masonic Timepieces™
by C. Clark Julius, 32° (Jan. 1983} very
interesting and rewarding.

Much to my enjoyment, | own a “Wal-
tham™ Triangle Masonic wrist watch as pic

tured on page 7 of that issue. [tisofinterest

to note that the quotation on the face of the

watch near the bottom should read: ' Love

vour fellow man, lend him a helping hand,”
rather than as indicated in the article.

Wiltan C. Anderson, 32°

Hopedale, Mass,
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Trends. In an attempt to keep pace
with current technology, we have installed
anew piece of equipment at the Supreme
Council headgquarters. The arrival of a
Quadritek 1400 phototypesetting sys-
tem manufactured by Itek Graphic Sys-
tems has provided us with the capability
of setting type for not only this magazine
but also a long list of Supreme Council
necds including the Proceedings of the
Annual Meeting. Using a series of mi-
crocomputers, the system will read, file,
store, and retrieve material via floppy
disks. Future applications include the
capability of exchanging data with word
processors and mainframe computers
either directly or through telephone mo-
dem link up.

Qur secretary, Luella Nordstrom, has
been trained to use the equipment and is
the principal operator of the sys
tem. Since the typesetter was installed,
we have been able to eliminate several
steps on our way to the press, and now
provide the printer with “camera-ready™
pages,

Meedless to say, we're excited about
not only its current use but also its fu-
ture application.

*Ejjlenr Mason. The first 85-year
membership recognition in the history of
the Grand Lodge of Ohio was presented
in January by Grand Master Vernon E.
Musser to Dr. Albert F. Linscott, 32°, a
member of the Scottish Rite Valley of
Columbus.

Dir. Linscott, 106 yvears old and a mem-
ber of Marion Lodge No. 70, had been
the first Grand Lodge recipient of an 80-
vear award five years ago.

The presentation was made in Indian
River, Michigan, where Dr. Linscott
now resides.

Since noregular pin or award has been
adopted by the Grand Lodge for 85-year
members, the Grand Master com-
missioned a special set of wooden book-
ends tobe created, with the Grand Lodge
seal and information on Dr. Linscott’s
Masonic career carved on them.

Brother Linscott was born April 18,
1876. Hewas raised a Master Mason in
1898 in Amesville Lodge, No. 278. He
affiliated with Marion Lodge in 1902,

Keeping posted. A new informative
newsletter about the George Washington

Masonic National Memorial in Alexan-
dria, Va., is now being published.

The first issue describes many of the
improvements which have been made in
the 333-foot-high building over the past
year, as well as historical information on
both the Memorial and George Wash-
ington.

The publication, which is being sent to
interested persons without charge, is
designed to let Masons know more about
the Memorial. To receive the newslet-
ter, send yvour name and address to
George Washington National Masonic
Memorial, Public Relations Office, 440
Hancock St., Quincy, Mass. 02171.

®

Good defense. A recently passed
Delaware law provides for a reduction in
the auto insurance premium for those
who successfully complete a defensive
driving course,

In March, the Scottish Rite Valley of
Wilmington made the eight-hour course
available to members and their families.
Classes were held at the Scottish Rite
Cathedral and the instructor was fur-
nished by the local chapter of the Amer-
ican Association of Retired People.

Counting pennies. Ohio’s first new
Masonic lodge in four years was offi-
cially constituted in Movem-
ber. Located in Vienna, Ohio, the new
lodge is temporarily meeting in nearby
Girard until a new Temple can be com-
pleted.

The name of the lodge—Copper Penny
Lodge No. 778—is unique. At an early
organizational meeting, all decided to
throw in pennies for a fund to purchase a
building and lease some land. [t will
take more than pennies Lo complete the
project, but the initial thrust provided an
incentive and a name,

RicHarp H. Curris, 33°
Editor
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The Supreme Council 33° A A. Scottish Rite
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction and

Garden City Travel Services invite you to
join them this Fall on either a

TRANSCANAL CRUISE

October 8-22, 1983 15 days/14 nights aboard the LOVE BOAT SUN PRINCESS from Los Angeles, including FREE AIRFARE from over
50 cities. Also enjoy @ FREE 4 day/3 night Tour Package in San Juan (October 22-25] Visit exciting ports such as: LOS ANGELES,
ACAPULCO, FANAMA CANAL, CARTAGENA, ARUBA, MARTINIQUE, ST. THOMAS & SAN JUAN.

CATEGORY “F” CATEGORY "C” CATEGORY “I”
#3604 23008 53034
$2799 Save 24% $2749 Save 24% $2399 Save 21%
f.’:.lr‘nll'_::.r'ar.':‘:?.lﬁ rl.:;;j.& DECK UL;'ISFD?DH‘?::!.’\T.(T;RJ DECKE INSIDE ‘;?E!.ﬂ;ﬁilllr. ::r-t DECK

This cruise inclides sound trip air transpoeiation, your cheice of three cabin categories, sumptuous dining on award winning cuising, including break fast, lunch, dinner & midmnight
buffet, all shipboard facilities, exefting enterainment, fascinating pons of call, welcome & farewell hospitality pasties, optional excursions, duty free shapping, 24-hour a day
statercom service, transfers from airportship round trip, all gratudties o dining room & statercom personned (WO TIPPING!L port & departure faxes, plus a towr package in San [uan
at the Palace Hotel, a minitour in itself at no extra cost.

DON'T MISS THIS CRUISE OF A LIFETIME!

5':: ."" A & ;_.' - 0D A N C 3 14
SYYII1LDCRMLA ’ " (Two departures, two cities)
October 31-November 7 OR November 7-November 14 from either BOSTON or NEW YORK
$1,299.00 per person at the PALACE HOTEL, LUCERNE

This trip includes round trip air transportation from Boston or New York to Zurich, Switzerland aboard SWISSAIR, 6 nights accommoda-
tions at the deluxe 5-5tar Palace Hotel in Lucerne; Full American breakfast daily; 6 full course dinners including 4 at the hotel and 2 at out-
side restaurants; 2 full day sightseeing tours, including Lake Lugano, and a 4-country tour; 2 half day sightseeing tours, including a city tour
of Lucerne and an excursion to Mt. Rigi; Two hospitality parties with beverages and hors d'oeuvres; all taxes; all gratuities; services of a pro-
fessional Carden City Travel Services escort.

THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE, ALL-INCLUSIVE TOUR YOUR DOLLAR CAN BUY!

FOR A FULL COLOR, COMPREHENSIVE BROCHURE ON EITHER TRIP, WRITE TO: The Supreme

Council, P.O. Box 519, Lexington, MA 02173 OR, FOR INFORMATION ON THE TRIPS, CALL: Garden

City Travel (617) 787-2323. I'd like more information on the:
0O TRANSCANAL CRUISE and/or

CISWITZERLAND SPREE

I'D LIKE TO SIGN UP TODAY! Enclosed is my deposit of $ representing $250 per person

deposit for the:

[J TRANSCANAL CRUISE (Oct. 8-22) or (1 SWITZERLAND SPREE (Check preference)
Major city nearest my home is: _ Oct. 31-Nov. 7 or __Nov. 7-Nov. 14
__ BOSTON or ___ _NEW YORK
Make checks payable to;: SUPREME COUNCIL CRUISE or SUPREME COUNCIL SWISS SPREE and
return to: The Supreme Council, P.O. Box 519, Lexington, Mass. 02173.

NAME Address
CITY STATE ZIP TELEPHONE VALLEY




